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Congress at Oxford 


For the first time in the history of the British Veterinary Association, its annual Congress will be held in 
Oxford, and there are published, herewith, messages of welcome from the Mayor, the Dean of Christ Church, 
and the Warden of Rhodes House which is to be the general headquarters of Congress. Following these messages 
are a note on the city of Oxford, kindly compiled by a senior local journalist, and a note on the B.V.A. Division 

the Royal Counties—whose officers and members are our hosts this year. To them a notable debt of gratitude 
is owed already for countless hours of preparatory work, and their colleagues from all over Britain, and from 
overseas, are looking forward with justifiable confidence to an historic week. 

It is a happy coincidence that, when Congress is being held in one of the most ancient and venerated among 
university cities, this year’s President is himself a senior teacher in the University of Glasgow, whose scholarship 
has been acclaimed for more than five centuries, and whose veterinary school, under its present distinguished 
Director, has so enviable a reputation. 


From the Mayor of Oxford members feel at home in Christ Church. We all 
It is my privilege to welcome on behalf of the City hope that the Congress will return to us on other 
the British Veterinary Association to Oxford. That occasions. 
the Annual Congress for 1961 should have chosen C. A. SIMPSON. 
Oxford as its venue is something in which we take 
a particular pride tempered with the realisation that From the Warden of Rhodes House 
your choice is a challenge as well as a compliment, It is with great pleasure that I write on behalf of 
for this is the first time the Congress has held its the Rhodes Trustees to say to the British Veterinary 
deliberations here. Association Congress how glad we are that it will 
Not only those members coming from Great be meeting in Rhodes House in September. We all 
Britain but the many delegates you are bringing from hope that your Congress will be tremendously suc- 
overseas will, I know, find that both your business cessful in every way and that, for your part, you will 
and your recreation are equally the concern of the all enjoy being in Rhodes House where you are most 
City and it is our earnest hope that your visit here welcome. 
will prove both profitable and pleasurable. J. K. WILLIAMS, 
The measure of success which we as hosts may Secretary, The Rhodes Trust. 
claim will be judged by the extent to which you 
find here the stimulus for a further visit; and whether The City of Oxford 
you come individually or as an Association you may To write a brief introduction to Oxford is a task 
be sure that you will be most welcome in Oxford. easier set to other people than carried out one’s self. 
LIONEL HARRISON, It is one quite impossible to do satisfactorily-as 
Mayor. impossible as knowing the place after a life-time of 
residence, when one is constantly making new dis- 
From the Dean of Christ Church coveries of an Oxford which is not only a world- 
We have a number of conferences of various kinds famous university, the oldest in this country, an even 
at Christ Church during vacations, but this is the more ancient city and, in addition, a prosperous and 
first time that the Congress of the British Veterinary ever-growing industrial centre. 
Association has met here. We are therefore looking The beginnings of Oxford go back 2,000 years 
forward to making new friends during the week of and more, for there is a prehistoric track over the 
September 3rd to 9th. I greatly regret that circum- Berkshire Downs which leads across the river where 
stances make it impossible for me to be here to was the ford from which, centuries later, the place 
welcome the members of the Congress and to partici- took its name. It is more than 1,300 years since 
pate in such of its activities as will be open to the the Saxon princess St. Frideswide founded her nun- 
public, particularly the service in the Cathedral on nery. Oxford’s first Christian community, on the site 
Sunday, September 3rd. But the Sub-Dean, Dr. of which Christ Church, another Royal foundation 
Cross. who will be canon-in-residence at the time now stands. 
will, I know, do everything in his power to make all The first mention of Oxford as a thriving settle- 
815 
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ment, and an important one, occurs in 912 and the 
City celebrated its millenary nearly 50 years ago. 
[here can be no doubt of its importance even then, 
for 13 years later King Athelstan established a Mint 
here, Canute held a Council of Saxons and Danes 
in the town, and in 1002 the Danish population was 
massacred, after which their fellow countrymen 
sailed up the Thames and avenged them by burning 
the place. 

The tower of one Saxon church still remains, as 
does the keep of the castle which the Normans built 
to keep the inhabitants in subjection and from which, 
as every schoolboy knows, Queen Matilda escaped 
over the snow in a white cloak. 

By the beginning of the 13th century the University 
had come into existence, not long after the city had 
been granted its first Charter by King Henry II. 
Scholars had been coming to the city for a number 
of years, living first in miserable lodgings, then in 
halls or hostels kept by a Master, and living, not 
only a studious life, but a roistering and turbulent 
existence so that gradually a disciplined society—the 
University, with the Bishop of Lincoln at its head 
as Chancellor—evolved to meet the situation. 
rrouble between town and gown became more fierce 
as each year passed, culminating in the famous riot 
on St. Scholastica’s Day, February 10th, 1355, when 
many students were killed. As a result the Chan- 
cellor was granted almost supreme authority by the 
King over the trade and independence of the town, 
a state of affairs which existed well into the 19th 
century. 

Meanwhile the collegiate system had come into 
existence, benefactors founding institutions where 
Masters and scholars dwelt together as a self-con- 
tained community, endowments providing board and 
lodging for needy students. The earliest colleges. 
University, Balliol, and Merton were small, and like 
all other foundations before New College was estab- 
lished in 1379, were intended purely for graduates 
studying for higher degrees. 

At first all those who studied there were “on the 
foundation” but later other young men were taken 
whose parents, or perhaps patrons, were prepared 
to pay for them. They became the first commoners 
and gradually, through the years, their numbers 
increased. So also did the number and importance 
of the colleges, and by the beginning of the 17th 
century the colleges wielded more power than the 
University as such. 

The student population has increased from just 
over 5,000 at the beginning of the last war to nearly 
8,000 to-day, and this includes not only under- 
graduates but an ever-growing number of senior 
students-- graduates of universities from all over the 
world who come to study for higher degrees. 

But Oxford’s greatest expansion in the 20th 
century has been largely industrial, thanks in the 
main to one man, Viscount Nufficld, founder of the 
Nuffield Organisation, who began to make motor 
cars at Cowley in 1912, to be followed in 1926 by 
the Pressed Stee] Company, the largest organisation 
of its kind in Europe. Without any raw materials 
of its own, Oxford has become an_ important 


August 26th, 1961 Vol. 73 No. 34 


industrial centre and one of the exampies of the 
southward trend of industry which, as the recent 
census has shown, is still going on. 


Hosts to Congress 

The Royal Counties Veterinary Association was 
founded in 1883 at a meeting held at the Great 
Western Hotel, Reading, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Flanagan. A letter had been sent to 79 veter 
inary surgeons, of whom 25 replied favourably, 
unfavourably and, not unlike present experience 
with circular letters, no reply was received from the 
others. As a result it was decided to form an asso- 
ciation for veterinary surgeons in the counties o! 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and adjoin- 
ing parts of other counties. 


Christ Church Cathedral. 


The question as to which are the Royal Counties 
is one which always leads to much discussion. There 
is. in fact, only one Royal County, this being Berk- 
shire, and the Royal prefix dates back to the time 
of King Alfred who was born at Wantage. The title 
has nothing to do with the presence of Windsor, «s 
many suppose. The name of the Association is 
therefore a misnomer, but like so many things in 
the area tradition has hallowed the error. 

The objects of the Association presented by the 
first President, Mr. G. A. Lepper, F.R.c.v.s., of 
Aylesbury, were as follows: - 
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A view of Rhodes House 


) 
1. The promotion and elevation of our pro- 
fession. 
2. The establishment and promotion of good 
and friendly understanding among its members. 
_ 3. To supervise and protect our professional 
interests. 
_ 4. The right to discuss scientific subjects relat- 
ing to the theory and practice of veterinary 
medicine and surgery. 
rhe subscription was 10s. 6d. per annum, a charge 
which remained until 2 years ago when it was raised 
to cover the expenses of the Oxford Congress. 
“5 Many distinguished members of the profession 
re have been members of this Association. 
bs Sir Henry Simpson was President in 1887, and Col. 
We P. J. Simpson in 1910 and 1939. Col. Simpson later 
le became President of both the N.V.M.A. and the 
1S R.C.V.S. 
“ae Mr. G, P. Male was President in 1919 and later also 
in became President of both N.V.M.A. and R.C.V.S. 
Altogether 10 or I! presidents of this Association 
he have atiained the highest office in becoming President 
of of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Other eminent members whose names will always 


be remembered were Sir Frederick Hobday, Pro- 
fessor G. Wooldridge and Professor J. B. Buxton. 
Present members include Professor T. J. Bosworth. 
past President of the R.C.V.S., Professor R. Lovell. 
Dr. W. S. Gordon and many well-known members 
of the staff at Compton, and Mr. A. M. Graham, a 
past President of the B.V.A. The bulk of the 
membership is composed of practitioners, and with 
the Ministry of Agriculture well .represented, it will 
be seen that this is a representative and well-balanced 
Association. 

The oldest member of the Association is Mr. J. 
McKerlie who was elected in 1896, is now in his 
92nd year and still engages in veterinary practice. 

Throughout its existence the Association has main- 
tained a high standard of scientific discussion. In 
1885 Raymond spoke on bacteriology from the vet- 
erinary aspect; in 1889 Professor Williams spoke on 
inflammation as a reparative process, and in 1891 
there was an illustrated lecture on tuberculosis in 
relation to veterinary science, the illustration by 
means of an oxyhydrogen lantern. 

In the non-scientific field the Association has been 

(Concluded at foot of col. | overleaf) 
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An Outbreak of Aujeszky Disease 
BY 
J. B. JOHNSTON and D. A. WITTRICK, 
Shrewsbury 
H. E. ROBERTS 
Veterinary Investigation Centre, Wolverhampton 
and 
J. T. DONE 
Central Veterinary Laboratory, Weybridge 
SUMMARY .—Clinical “mad itch” was seen in 2 but attempts at biological transmission were unsuc- 


milking cows in West Shropshire, and a strain of 
Aujeszky disease virus was isolated from their 
pooled nervous tissues. 

Three piglets in the litter of one of 2 sows which 
had access to the same pasture as the cattle developed 
nervous signs at the same time as the cattle. Virus- 
neutralising antibody against Aujeszky disease virus 
was demonstrated 14 to 29 days later in all of 4 serum 
samples from piglets in this litter and in the blood of 
their dam. No antibody could be demonstrated in 
serum samples from the litter of the other sow. 


Introduction 

INCE the original demonstration in 1902 by 

Aladar Aujeszky in Hungary of the infectious 

nature of the aetiological agent, the natural 
disease, called variously Aujeszky disease, pseudo- 
rabies, infectious bulbar paralysis and mad itch, has 
been described in cattle, dogs, cats, pigs, sheep, rats 
and other species in most European countries, North 
Africa and North and South America (see Galloway, 
1938, for review). In the British Isles the disease has 
been found in pigs in Ulster (Lamont & Shanks, 
1939; Gordon & Luke, 1952, 1955) and in Somerset 
(Venn & Done, 1953, unpublished); a single case has 
been reported in a cat (Lamont & Shanks, 1959) and 
3 cases in dogs (Cassells & Lamont, 1942; Lamont & 
Gordon, 1950). Harvey and Reid (1938) recorded sus- 
pected cases in 2 yearling cattle on a farm in Cornwal!| 








Congress at Oxford.—Concluded. 


no less active. For example, in 1887, £50 was 
donated for a stained glass window in the Board 
Room of the Royal College, and in the same year 
there was a resolution passed stressing the need for 
protection of Royal College cxaminers against such 
violence and insults as they had recently been sub- 
jected to in Edinburgh. In 1888 a set of dental 
instruments was bought for the use of members and 
these instruments, which have been added to over 
the years, are still in use to-day and are available 
to any member of the Association. 

In 1897 the N.V.M.A. held their Annual Meeting 
in Reading, and this was the last occasion on which 
that event was held in the Royal Counties area. It 
is to be hoped that another 64 years will not be 
allowed to elapse before the B.V.A. holds its Con- 
gress again in this beautiful part of the country. 


cessful, though since that time virus has been 
recovered from cattle in Northern Ireland (Lamont 
& Kerr, 1939). The present communication records 
the occurrence of Aujeszky disease in cattle and pigs 
on a farm in West Shropshire, in 1958. 


History 

The farm which is the most inaccessible in the 
practice of the first two authors is of 160 acres, rather 
poorly drained, with a dairy herd of 16 attested Red 
Poll cows as the main enterprise. Most of the cows 
were brought originally from Norfolk, but present 
breeding policy covers all replacements. A flock of 
30 sheep bought a month previous to the outbreak of 
disease now described were running with the cattle 
at grass and 2 sows also had access to the same fields 
which were adjacent to an uncut cornfield with a high 
rat population. Eight cows, not recent calvers, were 
still lying out at night, and 2 of these became affect- 
ed. Apart from the sheep there had been no purchase 
of livestock for a year and the only outside contact 
during this period was sows and gilts going to the 
boar, the last 8 weeks previously. Other stock on the 
farm consisted of the litters of the sows, aged 12 
weeks (litter A) and 5 to 6 weeks (litter B), housed 
in adjoining pens with a 4 ft. 6 in. dividing wall, and 
3 in-pig gilts in another pen adjacent to the cowshed. 

On being brought in for milking on the morning 
of November 19th, 1958, one cow (1) was noticed to 
be “unsteady on her legs” and veterinary advice was 
sought. Another cow (II) was seen to be affected in 
the early evening. 


The Disease in Cattle 
Subjects 
Cow I was bought 4 years previously with her calf 
and was believed to be about 7 years old. Cow II had 
been purchased in-calf 18 months ago and was about 
4 years old. Both were 2 to 3 months pregnant. 


Examinations and Treatments 

November 19th, 1958. 10.30 a.m. Cow J. The main 
clinical signs were bouts of exaggerated “paddling 
movements” somewhat similar to those seen in milk 
fever but much more forceful. Each lasted for 3 to 4 
minutes and was followed by recumbency for | to 
14 minutes. On rising to her feet the cow passed small 
amounts of faeces, straining forcibly with arched 
back for } to | minute. The symptoms would subside 
for | to 5 minutes although the cow was still 
obviously distressed. Milking was impossible, 
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Rectal examination revealed a normal uterus, 3 
months pregnant. Very vigorous straining occurred 
during and following this examination. Vaginal 
examination was resented vigorously and was also 
accompanied by very violent straining. The vaginal 
mucous membrane appeared brownish-pink but no 
other abnormality was detected. 

A provisional diagnosis of acute vaginitis of un- 
known origin was made. 

Streptomycin sulphate (3 g.) was given intramuscu- 
larly and epidural anaesthesia induced by injecting 
12 ml. of 2 per cent. procaine hydrochloride* into the 
first intercoccygeal space. 

November 20th, 10.15 a.m. The owner reported 
that Cow I was much worse and that a further cow 
(II) was seen to be affected at milking time (6 p.m.) 
the previous evening. During that evening both cows 
had developed an uncontrollable desire to rub their 
hind quarters against any available object, viz. the 
neighbouring cow or, when she was removed, the 
stall post or partition. 

Cow I. Temperature 103.2°F. Respirations 60 per 
minute. Pulse 82 per minute. Anorexia was complete 
and the milk yield was suppressed. As a result of the 
persistent rubbing an area of about 18 in. diameter 
around the vulva was denuded of hair, swollen, 
oedematous and bright red. An intense urge to self 
mutilation was still evident. The cow would arch her 
back, place her hind quarters against the stall parti- 
tion and rub vigorously, bellowing occasionally. 
Fairly profuse sweating was evident and straining 
was still a prominent sign with frequent passage of 
small amounts of faeces and urine. 

Cow H. Temperature 102.5°F. Respirations 54 per 
minute. Pulse 74 per minute. Signs and lesions were 
exactly similar to those being exhibited by Cow I. 

No diagnosis was reached at this stage, but the 
possibility of improper or malicious interference was 
considered. 

Both animals received 12 ml. procaine hydro- 
chloride 2 per cent. epidurally, 10 ml. chlorproma- 
zine hydrochloride 5 per cent.} intramuscularly, 20 
ml. mepyramine maleate 5 per cent.{ subcutaneously 
and 5 grammes Streptomycin sulphate intramuscu- 
larly. They were removed to individual loose-boxes 
and well bedded down. Unfortunately the intense 
pruritus continued unabated wih constant rubbing 
against the walls. 

November 20th, 7.15 p.m. By this time both 
animals had deteriorated considerably. 

Cow I. Temperature 107.2°F. Respirations 82. per 
minute. Pulse could not be taken. The animal was 
now in lateral recumbency and unable to rise. 
Marked pruritus of the excoriated area on the hind 
quarters was still apparent. Wild uncontrollable 
kickiag movements of the hind legs were accom- 
panied by violent paddling movements of the fore 
legs. The body was quite wet from profuse sweating. 

Cow II was exhibiting similar signs but was per- 
haps not quite so far advanced. 





* Planocaine, May & Baker. 
+ Largactil, May & Baker. 
t Anthisan, May & Baker. 
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A diagnosis of Aujeszky disease was now made, 
and a grave prognosis was given. 

Treatment was directed to attempting to relieve 
suffering and was by intravenous injection of 1} oz. 
chloral hydrate in 40 oz. water to both cows, and 
epidural anaesthesia by injecting 20 ml. 2 per cent. 
procaine hydrochloride. || 

November 21st, 7 a.m. Cow I was dead. Death had 
occurred within 48 hours of onset of clinical signs. 

Cow II was prostrate and in extremis. 

November 2\st, 3 p.m. Cow II, unable to rise, was 
capable only of weak paddling movements of the 
hind limbs. However, she did not appear to be un- 
conscious since conjugate eye movements were 
normal. She was killed by shooting. 

Clinically the disease had been typified by an in- 
tense distress and an intense local pruritus which all 
treatment failed to relieve. 


Morbid Anatomy 

Cow I was examined some 10 to 15 hours after 
death, Cow II within an hour of death. 

Both animals were in fair condition but the udders 
were very slack. In each the skin in a circular area 
of about 18 inches radius centring on the vulva, was 
grossly thickened, excoriated, partly denuded of hair 
and covered with a sero-sanguineous exudate. On 
skinning this affected area, gross oedema and 
haemorrhage was found infiltrating skin and subcu- 
taneous tissue and extending into the underlying 
muscles (Fig. 1). The hind legs were badly bruised 





Fic. 1.- The skinned hind quarters of Cow II showing the 
intense local discoloration. 


in areas down to the hoofs. Other features common 
to both animals were ecchymoses on the coronary fat 
and distension of the bladder with dark, brown, 
slightly turbid urine. No other lesions were evident 
in II, but in I the liver was affected with cavernous 
haemangiomata and the spleen was about 4 times 
normal in size with dark tarry pulp. Examination for 
anthrax was negative. 

The brain of Cow I only was suitable for patho- 





Planocaine, Mav & Baker. 
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logical examination; macroscopically, this showed 
marked congestion with superficial fibrinous deposits. 


Histopathology 

Only portions of the brain, cervical spinal cord and 
Sciatic nerves from cow I were available and none 
of these showed any specific pathological change. 
There were necrobiotic changes in some of the 
neurones without either nuclear inclusions or cellular 
infiltration. 


Bacteriology 

Bacteriological examination of brains and all 
parenchymatous viscera yielded no organisms on 
blood agar incubated aerobically. 


Biological Examination 

Aujeszky virus (vide infra) was isolated from 
pooled fresh tissues consisting of portions of cere- 
brum, mid brain and anterior cervical cord from Cow 
I and the cauda equina from both cows. 


The Disease in Pigs 

At the time of the first visit on November 19th, 
1958, the owner drew attention to a piglet in the 5- to 
6-week-old litter (b) which was ailing. Clinical signs 
were mainly nervous (ataxia, muscular tremors, 
paresis and occasional epileptiform convulsions) and 
were exacerbated when the animal was disturbed. 
Rectal temperature was normal. A second piglet 
became affected the next day and another on Novem- 
ber 22nd. The sow and the other 4 piglets remained 
healthy. The affected piglets made an almost com- 
plete clinical recovery and only very slight inco- 
ordination was present on December 3rd when one 
(PD 4351) was obtained for pathological examina- 
tion. 

Piglets of both litters and the dam of the affected 
litter were bled for serological examination on 
December 1|8th at which time no clinical abnormality 
was detectable in any of the pigs. 


Morbid Anatomy (PD 4351) 

The piglet was bled out under pentobarbitone 
sodium* anaesthesia on December 3rd when it was 
7 to 8 weeks old. , 

The carcase was that of a castrated male in fair 
condition weighing 11.75 kg. and the only macro- 
scopic abnormality seen at necropsy was the presence 
of a few large “milk spots” on the surface of the liver. 


Histopathology 

Microscopically there was little to excite comment 
in the spinal cord or dorsal root ganglia except for 
some local amphicyte proliferation in the latter, but 
the brain showed evidence of a severe non-suppura- 
tive encephalitis which appeared to be undergoing 
resolution. In the cerebrum there were foci of necro- 
sis in both the corpus medullare and cortex with 
associated microglial and perivascular round cell 
infiltration. No intracellular inclusions were seen. In 
the cerebellum the general impression was of a 
severe cortical necrosis with scarring affecting princi- 





* Nembutal, Abbott. 
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pally the Purkinje cell and molecular layers with 
some reduction of the granular layer and foliar white 
matter, though some of the posterior folia of the 
vermis were relatively normal. In affected areas 
there was extensive floss of and damage to the 
Purkinje cells, with pyknosis of the cell bodies 
and swelling and basophilia of their processes. 
No nuclear inclusions were seen. Though there 
were multiple foci of round cell infiltration in 
the cortex, cellular infiltration in the leptomeninges 
was local and relatively mild, but adventitial thicken- 
ing around some blood vessels suggested that the 
meningeal reactions had been more severe earlier. In 
the mid- and hind-brain there was some focal micro- 
gliosis and perivascular infiltration of the reactive 
rather than the degenerative type (cf. swine fever). 

Sections of lung showed peribronchiolar and 
apparently interalveolar lymphoid nodules, with some 
swelling and desquamation of alveolar cells, but no 
noteworthy changes were tound in other organs. The 
nasal mucosa as seen in sections of the ventral tur- 
binates was apparently normal. 


Bacteriology 
No significant organisms were isolated in aerobic 
cultures of the central nervous system and viscera. 


Biological Examination 

Nasal washings taken immediately after death, 
emulsions of ground ventral turbinates and portions 
of the anterior cerebrum were inoculated subcu- 
taneously into 2 rabbits which remained healthy. 
The rabbit inoculated with the emulsions of nasal 
mucosa and brain was challenged with virulent 
Aujeszky virus (S. strain) 32 days later and proved 
susceptible. 


Virology 
Virus Isolation 

Two rabbits and 2 guinea-pigs were inoculated 
subcutaneously with an emulsion of the pooled 
nervous tissues from the 2 cows. One rabbit (RAI) 
was found fresh dead 72 hours later and had 
mutilated the inoculation site during the night; the 
other showed intense pruritus of this site and died at 
about 75 hours. Lumbar cord from RAI injected 
subcutaneously into another rabbit killed it in 52 
hours without apparent pruritus, but cord from this 
rabbit killed another with typical signs in 52 hours. 
One of the 2 guinea-pigs died on the fourth day 
having excoriated the inoculation site. Lumbar cord 
from this guinea-pig produced typical signs of 
Aujeszky disease and death in a rabbit at about 48 
hours. The infective agent isolated in the guinea-pig 
was carried for a further 4 passages in rabbits, one 
subcutaneous followed by 3 intracerebral passages. 
and was then designated Strain W. 

The agent resisted concentrations of 1,000 units 
of penicillin and 1,00C ug of streptomycin per ml 
which gave bacteriologically sterile emulsions of 
nervous tissue. 


Antiserum Production 
An antiserum was prepared in a pig by the intra- 
muscular injection of an emulsion of rabbit lumbar 
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cord of the second rabbit passage into the right outer 
thigh of a 4-month-old male pig. On the fifth day 
the pig was showing posterior paresis, the right side 
being more severely affected. The condition neither 
progressed nor appreciably improved up to the time 
that the pig was bled out for serum on the 28th day. 
This serum is designated anti-W in Table I. 


Virus Neutralisation Tests 

Strain W. virus was tested in cross neutralisation 
tests against a strain of Aujeszky virus (S) isolated 
from a dog in Northern Ireland (Lamont & Gordon, 
1950) and one isolated from a pig in Somerset in 
1953 (B), specific porcine antisera being used in each 
case. The negative control serum was a pre-inocula- 
tion sample from the pig immunised against the W 
strain. The sera obtained on December 18th from the 
sow and piglets on the farm were tested against the 
W strain and the serum of the piglet killed on 
December 3rd, 1958, was tested against the W and 
S strains. 

The method used was a modification of the Shope 
guinea-pig test (Shope, 1953b). Test virus was pre- 
pared by making a !' in 10 suspension in sterile dis- 
tilled water of brain from a rabbit dying following 
intracerebral infection. Penicillin and streptomycin 
were added to give a final concentration of 200 units 
and 200 ug respectively per ml. The emulsion was 
centrifuged at 450 G for 8 minutes to deposit large 
particles and the supernatant fluid removed for use: 
any further dilution of virus required was made at 
this stage. Equal parts of test virus and serum were 
mixed and left at room temperature for 14 hours 
before inoculation in 1 ml. amounts subcutaneously 
in the left inner thigh of guinea-pigs. Affected 
guinea-pigs were destroyed as soon as severe pruritus 
was evident and survivors were counted at the end 
of 240 hours. 

The results obtained are summarised in Table I. 




















TABLE I 
RESULTS OF VIRUS NEUTRALISATION TESTS 
Virus W. Strain S. Strain B. Strain 
Serpm i *10°>7-° 107'+3 107-!-3 1071-4 
Control +0/4 0/4 0/4 0/3 
Anti W 3/3 4/4 3/3 
Anti S 3/3 Previously 3/3 
tested 

Anti B 3/3 1/1 3/3 
Litter A 
Piglet A2 0/1 

~~ a 0/1 

-~ 0/1 

i 0/1 

» Ad 0/1 

» Alo o/1 

oo .. ani 0/1 
Sow B 1/1 
Litter B 
Piglet B13 1/1 

.- —— 1/1 

» Bis 1/1 

»  PD4351 3/3 3/3 








* Dilutions are the final concentrations of infective brain in 
G/ml of inoculum. ; 

+ Results are expressed as the number of guinea-pigs surviving 
for 240 hours over the number inoculated. 
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_ When tested against Talfan virus in pig kidney 
tissue monolaye.'s the serum of the piglet PD 4351 
neutralised 100 T.C.1.D.50 at a dilution of 1 : 40. 


Discussion 

The identity of the virus was established by cross- 
neutralisation tests. Its behaviour in cattle, rabbits 
and guinea-pigs was typical] of Aujeszky disease and 
the effect of deep intramuscular injection of the virus 
in a pig was similar to that observed by Shope 
(1935a). The clinical and pathological picture in the 
2 cows agreed well with the majority of descriptions 
in the literature. In cattle notable clinical features are 
intense pruritus (“mad itch’’), localised in most cases 
to the hind end, lack of co-ordination progressing to 
recumbency with wild kicking of the hind legs, and 
head tossing, accompanied by profuse sweating, ex- 
haustion, and death in 36 to 48 hours. Other descrip- 
tions include pruritus elsewhere (presumably related 
to route of entry of the virus). snorting, saliva- 
tion, teeth-grinding, muscular trembling, frenzy and 
convulsions. The apparent failure of posterior epi- 
dural anaesthesia and ganglionic blocking com- 
pounds to relieve the pruritus is a feature of the 
disease (Folse, 1956). 

The mode of spread and method of infection in 
Aujeszky disease are imperfectly understood. The 
virulence of the disease in cattle, sheep, dogs, cats, 
rabbits and rats would tend to preclude these species 
as agents of spread, particularly since there is no 
evidence of contagion in them. On the other hand, 
the comparatively mild nature and high contagious- 
ness of the disease in pigs implicates this species as 
the main reservoir of infection for the sporadic cases 
which occur in the other animals. For instance, con- 
tact with pigs has been a feature of several outbreaks 
in cattle (Shope, 1935a; Carneiro, 1939). In_ the 
present outbreak the serological evidence indicated 
that one sow and her litter had been infected. The 
disease in at least 3 of the piglets coincided with 
that in the cows, which might suggest that the infec- 
tion was contracted at approximately the same time 
from a common source, possibly the sow. The single 
pig brain examined histologically showed only non- 
specific lesions suggestive of repair following an in- 
tense non-suppurative panencephalitis without either 
the characteristic localisation of lesions in the large 
neurone layers of the cerebral cortex or the specific 
intranuclear inclusion bodies of Aujeszky disease 
(Done, 1957). This does pot, however, rule out 
Aujeszky disease as a possible cause of the encephal- 
itis since from experimental studies it appears that 
the typical distribution of lesions and the character- 
istic inclusions are found only in the acute fatal form 
of the disease; inclusions occur in fatal cases induced 
by intracerebral infection even in adult pigs, though 
they have not been seen in quite young piglets which 
have survived infection by any route. Though the 
presence of antibody to Talfan virus in the serum of 
piglet PD 4351 indicates that infection with a virus of 
the Talfan/Teschen serotype could have occurred at 
substantially the same time, the absence of lumbar 
myelitis suggests that the infection had either not 

(Concluded at foot of p. 822) 
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Mastitis as a Herd Problem* 


W. H. PARKER 
Ministry of Agriculture, Veterinary Investigation 
Centre, Thirsk, Yorks. 


R. PARKER opened by thanking the Club for 
M inviting him to speak while he was still a “new 

boy”, and for the generous way he had been 
welcomed from the time of his arrival which had 
removed all serse of being an outsider! 

As a student mastitis had always seemed to him a 
boring subject frequently brought up for discussion 
but never understood. When he first qualified (1942) 
he tended to divide mastitis into two forms; summer 
mastitis in the dry cow which had to be dealt with by 
endeavouring to remove the offensive udder discharge 
at frequent intervals to the intense resentment of the 
cow; and the mastitis occurring in the milking cow 
which had to be treated by whatever was favoured at 
the time, udder injections of acriflavine or a sulph- 
onamide, or sulphanilamide by mouth. Had he 
remained in private practice Mr. Parker thought he 
might have remained one of the most incompetent 
of veterinary surgeons in dealing with mastitis, and 
therefore he must not be censorious of farmers who, 
generally speaking, did not show much interest in the 
subject. But this was most unfortunate for mastitis 
was vastly more important than most other diseases. 





* Paper presented to the East Yorkshire Clinical Club on 
February 27th, 1961. 


Withers (1959) in his survey showed, for instance, 
that mastitis (excluding summer mastitis) had an 
incidence of 8.79 per cent., 32 times as frequent as 
hypomagnesaemia, a disease about which farmers 
become very excited at times. Yet many a case of 
hypomagnesaemia recovered and the animal was no 
whit the worse in consequence. By contrast it was 
probable that in most cases of mastitis the cow 
carried a permanent reduction in her milking 
capacity. 

When Mr. Parker joined the veterinary investiga- 
tion service in 1943, the main herd problem was 
mastitis due to Streptococcus agalactiae. There 
was no effective cure, but as this organism was essen- 
tially contagious the laboratory performed a useful 
service by carrying out large numbers of herd tests 
so that the carriers or cases of subclinical infection 
could be recognised. Many herds were tested at 
regular intervals. Infected cows were milked last 
and this greatly helped to keep the spread in check. 
That was the era of hand-stripping if not actual hand 
milking. Herd tests were very useful for the sole 
purpose of coping with Streptococcus agalactiae. 
But penicillin came along and, though it was grossly 
mis-used, it was deadly to Strep. agalactiae and 








An Outbreak of Aujeszky Disease.—Concluded. 


been very recent or had not involved the central 
nervous system. The probability that the encephalitis 
in this pig (PD 4351) was due to Aujeszky virus is 
supported by the close temporal relationship to the 
disease in the cows, the absence of lesions in the 
spinal cord and dorsal root ganglia and the demon- 
stration of specific neutralising antibody in the 
serum. 

The spectacular nature of the disease in cattle and 
species other than pigs makes it unlikely that many 
cases are being overlooked. It may follow then that 
the infection is unlikely to be widespread in pigs in 
this country, as was shown to be the case in the mid- 
west of the U.S.A. by Shope (1935b). This view is 
supported by the serological evidence of Glover 
(1938) who found no antibodies in 250 pig sera col- 
lected from various parts of England, and by the fact 
that histological examination of a considerable num- 
ber of brains annually since 1953 at Weybridge has 
revealed none with the characteristic lesions. In 
Northern Ireland where Lamont (1947) found anti- 
bodies in approximately 3.5 per cent. of 760 pig sera 
tested, histologically demonstrable lesions of 
Aujeszky disease are not uncommon (Done & Baxter, 
1958, unpublished observations). 


If the present outbreak and the one reported in 
pigs in Somerset in 1953 (/oc. cit.) represent fresh in- 
troductions of infection it would suggest that under 
British conditions the disease tends to die out. Never- 
theless there is clearly a need for a more up-to-date 
survey of the incidence of antibodies in swine to 
check on this point. 


Acknowledgments. Mr. R. A. Huck, B.SC., 
M.R.C.V.S., Weybridge, carried out the serum virus 
neutralisation test against Talfan virus. 
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gradually the incidence of infection decreased until 
in recent years it had become uncommon to find a 
herd heavily infected. 


The False Approach to the Present Day Problem 

A hundred years ago Pasteur was fighting his battle 
against the conception of spontaneous generation of 
bacteria. Nowadays it had become necessary to 
battle against the conception that blamed a bacterium 
or some other parasite for all diseases that could not 
be attributed to some obscure deficiency. Farmers 
were fascinated by a new or obscure bacterium or 
worm such as Clostridium oedematiens or Nemato- 
dirus battus. It was so easy for the veterinary sur- 
geon to adopt this way of thinking too. The word 
“hygiene” signified the promotion of health but to 
most people it had come to mean something akin 
to disinfection. Was it not often true that when a 
veterinary surgeon stated that a farmer’s milking 
hygiene was good he meant no more than that the 
machine was kept clean and there was hypochlorite in 
evidence for washing udders and dipping clusters dur- 
ing milking. This was far too casual an approach. It 
was only one step further to arrive at the idea adopted 
by the farmer who considered himself the victim of 
some mysterious germ. In primitive Africa a witch 
doctor’s spell was blamed. The difference was more 
apparent than real; a choice between “bugs” and 


spells! 
A Radicaji Change of Approach 

To deal with herd outbreaks of mastitis it was 
essential to get away from a purely bacterial approach 
and to think rather of trauma. But before consider- 
ing the most important potential source of injury, the 
use of the milking machine, there were other factors 
sometimes suggested as a cause of mastitis. 


Feeding 

Excessive amounts of concentrates and an un- 
balanced excess of protein had both been blamed as 
reported by Wilson (1958) but neither factor was 
likely to prove important. In the speaker’s expe- 
rience excessive protein had on a few occasions been 
responsible for widespread laminitis in a dairy herd 
which had been quickly cured simply by correcting the 
diet, but he had not met an outbreak of mastitis he 
could attribute to this cause. 


Housing 

There were at least 4 aspects of housing which 
could be concerned in an outbreak of mastitis. 

(1) The system of tying cows up and giving them 
no comfort, no freedom and no exercise could not be 
called hygienic in the full sense of the word. It was 
debilitating and the physical damage was not always 
confined to the knees and hocks. 

(2) Where cows were housed in yards in the winter 
adequate space for movement and exercise was essen- 
tial, and this was not just a matter of allowing cows 
oer from an aggressive horned member of the 

erd. 

(3) The bed needed to be warm and if not exactly 
dry certainly a yard that squelched under foot was 
not satisfactory. 
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(4) In ventilation for cattle it was more important 
to have good outlets than to have a warm tempera- 
ture. There was circumstantial evidence, though it 
would be hard to prove, that a very humid depressing 
atmosphere was conducive to mastitis. In such cases 
it was characteristic that the mastitis arose after the 
cows had been inside for a time and largely ceased 
after they were turned out. 


The Milking Machine 

The speaker used a number of slides, chiefly ob- 
tained from X-ray photographs supplied by Pier, 
Schalm and Hage (1956), to demonstrate the effect 
of the milking machine on the udder. He first dealt 
with the principle of the milking machine, pointing 
out that the teat liner collapsed on to the teat at 
each alternate pulsation as a means of massaging the 
blood back up the teat, an important point to remem- 
ber when considering the part teat liners played in 
causing mastitis. 

Trauma as a cause of mastitis might arise from 
faults in the machine, or from misuse of the machine, 
or both. Where mastitis was a herd problem usually 
more than one fault was found; sometimes several. 

Faults in the machine could best be considered 
systematically. 


1. The Pump 

(a) The vacuum might be excessive and it had even 
been claimed that low vacuum could induce mastitis. 
A mercury manometer which could be used in the 
cowshed was demonstrated on the screen. This was 
a direct means of measuring vacuum and was of value 
because milking machine gauges were almost as un- 
reliable as petrol gauges in motor cars. 

(b) An inadequate pump might result in fluctuation 
which had been considered a cause of mastitis 
(Maffey, 1959). 

(c) The Relief Valve could stick and cause a rise 
in vacuum. 


2. Milk Removal 

(a) In order that the milk might get away from the 
teat cup assembly, it was necessary for something to 
take its place. There was accordingly a slight air- 
hole at the side of the rubber bung of the claw in 
some machines. This must remain patent to allow 
a slight amount of air in. 

(b) The small milk tube which ‘takes the milk from 
the teat liner could be of too narrow a bore. This 
was not likely to be a common cause, but where this 
mistake had been made the damage was widespread, 
due probably to “ crawling ” (the milking machine’s 
normal response to a drop in the flow of milk. See 
“Over-milking” overleaf.) 


3. Liners 

(a) Moulded liners were sometimes very hard on 
the teat and extruded liners tended to be more gentle. 
It was essential that liners should be on tension when 
milking. 

(tb) Liners of too wide a bore were severe on teats. 


D 
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(c) Excessively long teat liners were also suspect, 
and should be cut as they stretched. 


4. Pulsations 


(a) The rate of pulsation usually recommended by 
manufacturers, 40-50 cycles per minute, was found 
by Clough, Dodd and Hughes (1953) at the National 
Institute of Research in Dairying to result in rela- 
tively slow milking and a speed of 80 was probably 
more efficient. The higher the speed of milking the 
better for yield, but this was not likely to be a matter 
of importance in the field of mastitis. 

(b) Regularity of pulsation between units was 
another factor. In most bucket type machines the 
pulsation rate was controlled on the individual unit. 
This was liable to alter considerably quite fortu- 
itously. Any variation from routine was undesirable 
and it was a distinct possibility that big variations of 
pulsations, dependent on which unit was used on a 
cow, might be a cause of mastitis. 


Faults in the Use of the Milking Machine 

The art of milking lay in the efficient exploitation 
of udder physiology. When the right stimulus was 
given oxytocin was released into the blood stream 
from the pituitory gland, and 50-60 seconds later the 
cow “let her milk down.” That in reality was an 
active squeezing of the milk from the glandular tissue 
into the cistern above the teat. The most obvious 
stimulus was the actual handling of the udder. On 
many farms the first handling was that of washing. 
Fault No. 1 consisted in washing far too long before 
milking, a very common fault, because one person 
often set off washing cows and travelled down the 
cowshed much faster than the milking units. Washing 
should not be more than a minute ahead of the unit 
for the effect of oxytocin. 

The stimulus of washing was increased if a hot 
cloth (100°-120°F.) was used. Some years ago when 
Petersen toured this country demonstrating by film, in 
spectacular fashion, the effect of washing and the 
use of the hot cloth, farmers flocked to see and hear 
him. Some adopted the hot cloth method, but it 
was very rare to find a farmer practising fast milking, 
though that was the point of Petersen’s message. So 
fault No. 2 was an exacerbation of No. 1, the uSe of 
a hot cloth without the machine following closely. 

Sundry other factors could become stimuli to “let- 
down” by becoming conditioned reflexes, for instance 
the giving of concentrates just before milking. While 
this was not a good policy (except in a milking par- 
lour where there was no alternative) because a cow 
should enjoy being milked and have no distractions, 
and also it added one more item to the already com- 
plicated procedure of milking; the most important 
comment was to stress the need for a standard rou- 
tine which was always adhered to. 

Over-milking was so commonly practised nowa- 
days that it must be classified as the cardinal cause 
of mastitis (fault No. 3) even though in the absence 
of other adverse factors it might cause little trouble. 
There was an ironic piece of history associated with 
over-milking. In the days when Strep. agalactiae 


August 26th, 1961 Vol. 73 No. 34 


had been the chief cause of mastitis, traumatic causes 
had rarely been associated with a herd problem, but 
the iritroduction of penicillin had been followed shortly 
by the widespread abandonment of the practice of 
hand-stripping. So long as hand-stripping had been 
practised machines were removed while milk was 
still known to be present. Once the machine was 
expected to do the stripping it was left on longer, 
for two reasons. Firstly, there was a great prejudice 
against leaving milk in the udder, a prejudice which 
was quite unreasonable, since it was well recognised 
that milk-secretion was a continuous process. 
Secondly, the biggest advantage of abolishing hand- 
stripping was that it saved labour, so the ratio of 
units to milkers rose and on most farms the milkers 
had never yet caught up with the machines! 

There were other factors conducive to over-milking. 
The milker often had too many jobs to do besides 
actual milking at milking time. Often such jobs were 
erratic so that he might cope for part of the milking 
but inevitably failed at other times. Interruptions by 
visitors was a common factor. Everyone, including 
veterinary surgeons, knew that milking time was a 
good one for catching people in the buildings and 
few country people were prepared to deal with inter- 
ruptions in the right but unfriendly way! 

Over-milking was exaggerated now not only by 
the hot cloth stimulus to rapid milking but by the 
introduction of the 3:1 pulsation ratio. Farmers 
were at once attracted by some device for speeding up 
but as far as milking was concerned seemed quite 
unable to grasp that this meant fewer units per man. 

It might be asked how long did it take to milk a 
cow or a herd. Farmers hastened to tell of varia- 
tions between cows, yet in most herds the time did 
not vary greatly except for an odd slow cow which 
would probably have been better discarded for that 
fact alone. Tradition, carried over from the days of 
hand-milking, dictated that the last drop must be 
withdrawn from the udder. There was some point 
in this tradition. Those who were, like the speaker, 
poor hand milkers, would recall that in addition to 
failing sometimes to get a head on the milk, they 
failed to get as much milk as good milkers. The rea- 
son now was obvious. Such people had taken so 
long to milk that oxytocin had ceased fully to function 
by the end of milking. 

With the machine the opposite principle should 
operate. It did not matter if a small quantity of milk 
were left in the udder, but it was very important that 
the machine should not be working on the udder 
when milk had ceased to flow. It followed that the 
milker must be ready to take charge when the main 
flow of milk ceased. Therefore the amount of work 
the milker had to do at milking must be such that 
he was ready waiting for the cow, not, as was the 
case on most farms, such that the cow was usually 
waiting for the milker. 

Machine-stripping should take place as soon as the 
main flow had ceased, but apart from some parlour 
machines there was great difficulty in deciding when 
this point was reached. The N.I.R.D. had designed 
a unit for this purpose (Plate XXII, Min. of Agr., 
Fish. & Food, 1959) but farmers were so disinterested 
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in this extremely important point that machine manu- 
facturers did not bother either. 

Once the main flow had ceased, stripping consisted 
in placing the hand on the claw to stop crawling. 
Massage was not necessary and stripping should be 
a short process rarely more than half a minute. On 
this basis most cows took between 3} and 6 minutes 
to milk, and Wilson’s (1958) aim of a minimum of 
10 cows per unit per hour did not sound unduly 
ambitious. Yet on many farms the figure was well 
below this and on some farms the speaker had found 
only 5 cows per unit per hour. 

The effects of over-milking were demonstrated by 
X-ray slides (Pier, Schalm & Hage, 1956). The teat 
cluster crept up the teat as the vacuum was no longer 
met by a supply of milk and the membrane of the 
cistern was drawn into the top of the teat effectively 
blocking the passage so that milk was present in 
both cistern and teat but there was no contact. When 
the teat cluster was depressed by hand for stripping 
the membrane returned to its correct position and 
milk could again flow. This could be demonstrated 
in spectacular manner in a parlour machine with 
overhead glass milk receptacle. There might have 
been no milk flowing for 2 minutes or more but milk 
suddenly came again for a period of seconds when the 
claw was depressed. During the period of over- 
milking and blockage the delicate membrane was 
rubbed against itself at each pulsation with no milk 
to act as a lubricant. If the teat liner was of the hard 
moulded type there was often a severe “garter” mark 
left at the top of the teat after removing the machine. 
Under such pressure the damage was much greater 
and mastitis more prone to occur. The initial lesion 
was then one of trauma and in some cases mastitis 
was probably purely traumatic. Certainly no bacteria 
could be incriminated in some cases. But of course 
damage to the tissue ‘created the perfect conditions 
for the establishment of any available pathogens. 
Characteristically in such cases, if each new case of 
mastitis was subjected to laboratory test, the 
organisms responsible varied but Staphylococci were 
the most common finding with Streptococcus 
agalactiae and Streptococcus uberis also frequent. 
Occasionally an unusual organism such as Klebsiella 
might appear in a herd as an epidemic, causing havoc 
to the udders so that some cows had to be killed, but 
nevertheless the trouble would cease when the milk- 
ing technique was rectified. (Parker & Harrison, 
1956.) 

Stripping might be over-vigorous (Fault No. 4). 
There was no need to massage the bag, and some 
milkers in misguided enthusiasm went about it in a 
manner calculated to bruise. Prolonged stripping 
(fault No. 5) was a modified form of over-milking 
and in some people’s hands just as damaging. 

Some milkers, though apparently keen and con- 
scientious, seemed doomed to have cases of mastitis 
frequently on their hands. The most likely explana- 
tion was general roughness in dealing with the cows 
(fault No. 6). Some hard workers were very careless. 
They upset the cows by their thoughtless rushing 
and were quite brutal in the way they tore the 
machine from the cow. 
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Finally, the care of liners was important. They 
should not only be kept clear of fat, as all farmers 
know, by soaking in soda, but they should not be 
used when they have become flabby or cracked 
(fault No. 7). 

Conclusions 

The organisation of milking was extremely impor- 
tant. A rhythm had to be established. This could 
best be achieved on the Petersen method of each 
milker washing his own cows and controlling 2 units 
only. He should have no other jobs such as carrying 
milk away or feeding. He should wash one cow in 
readiness, machire-strip the previous cow, and then 
attach the unit to the washed one. It was then time 
to wash another cow for the second unit—a con- 
tinuing smooth rhythmic process. 

When investigating a herd problem of mastitis it 
was best to adopt a routine plan. The farm must of 
course be visited at milking time. It was necessary 
to concentrate on milking tcehnique but it was con- 
venient to examine the liners before milking com- 
menced, though other aspects such as vacuum 
pressure could only be observed later. The speaker 
had provided a display of liners to demonstrate the 
type of thing to look for. 

The tools required for an investigation were a 
watch, pencil and a board to write on. Records 
should be made for several cows, if not the whole 
herd, showing: — 

1. The time the machine was applied. 

2. The time when the main flow ceased. 

3. The time the milker started machine-stripping. 

4. The time the machine was removed. 

The most important feature was the difference be- 
tween 2 and 3, but the difference between 3 and 4 
could also be important. It was essential to time 
several cows not only because milking was often 
erratic but also because farmers almost invariably 
started explaining to their own satisfaction why some 
of the cows were milked slowly. Their “morale” had 
to be broken down by relentlessly driving home the 
point. Indeed a type of tactful ruthlessness was 
essential in pointing out faults in milking technique 
for the criticism was emotionally unacceptable. Any 
weakening on the part of the veterinary surgeon and 
the day was lost; the mastitis would continue! In 
addition to timing, the cows’ teats should be examined 
after the units were removed. The chief blemish 
to look for was the “garter” mark. 

On examining the machine and the milking tech- 
nique, usually a number of faults were found, but 
opportunity should be taken to watch the general 
stockmanship, a point on which the private practi- 
tioner had an advantage over the V.I.O. for he could 
call on his experience derived from several visits 
to the farm. Housing was a final point and should 
not often be involved. 

One weakness in dealing with mastitis is that the 
veterinary profession generally were not well in- 
formed about milking machines. A valuable book 
on the subject which should be in possession of all 
veterinary surgeons dealing with dairy herds was 
Bulletin No. 177 of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

(Concluded at foot of p. 826) 
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Neo-natal Septicaemia in Calves 
Associated with Listeria monocytogenes 
BY 
E. J. JACK 
Veterinary Investigation Centre, Starcross 


ISTERIA (Erysipelothrix) monocytogenes, is a 

small, motile Gram-positive bacilius, responsible 

for disease in man and a wide range of animals. 
A comprehensive paper on this disease was published 
by Hyslop and Osborne (1959). The purpose of this 
communication is to record some of the unusual 
aspects of one outbreak as it occurred in a group of 
calves during the spring and summer of 1960. 


History 

The disease appeared in a small, self-contained 
Guernsey herd on the border of Devon and 
Somerset. The cows were calved mainly indoors and 
after 3 days on the dam, the calves were transferred 
to nurse cows and fed twice daily. Calf nuts and hay 
were available from the first week of life. General 
calf management was poor and little attention was 
paid to good hygiene, At birth the calves appeared 
quite normal. Fifteen calves were born between 
April and August and somewhere between the 
third and seventh day of life 12 of them suddenly 
developed symptoms which were invariably fatal. 
These symptoms were characterised by extreme 
dejection, bilateral corneal opacity and some 
dyspnoea, followed rapidiy by what the owner 
described as “choking” and death. No animal was 
ill for longer than 12 hours. One animal only was 
seen alive at the laboratory, and this was unable to 
stand and was in a state of extreme dejection. Both 
ears hung downwards and there was mild opistho- 
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tonos. The respiration rate was 40 per minute and 
the pulse 106. The most marked changes were seen in 
the eyes which showed severe bilateral conjunctivitis 
and keratitis and an apparent irregular iritis with 
mild nystagmus. 


Laboratory Examination 

Two autopsies were made and the findings were 
similar. 

Macroscopical eye lesions were of bilateral 
corneal opacity, apparent glaucoma and an irregular 
border to the iris. Histological examination showed a 
purulent exudate in the anterior chambers, associa- 
ted in one case with inflammation of the ciliary body. 

An excess of clear cerebrospinal fluid was present 
and the meninges were oedematous and glistening. 
The histological picture here was of a fibrino- 
purulent meningitis with Gram-positive cocci 
demonstrable in one case only. 

Excess, opaque, straw-coloured fluid was present 
in all joints of one calf and here histological exam- 
ination revealed a purulent inflammation of the 
synovial membranes penetrating locally into the sub- 
jacent cartilage. 

The spleens were enlarged and in one case ecchy- 
moses were present under the serous surface. 

An organism was isolated in pure culture from the 
spleen, liver, lung, kidney, smal] intestines, joints. 
eye, cerebrospinal fluid and brain of one calf and 
from the brain only from the second. Primary isola- 
tion was on 10 per cent. sheep-blood agar and the 
organism was at first mistaken for an alpha haemo- 
lytic streptococcus. After 48 hours’ incubation aero- 
bically at 37° C. a narrow zone of alpha haemolysis 
was present and colonies were minute (under 1 mm.), 
domed and glistening. Small Gram-positive cocci in 

(Concluded at foot of col. 2, page 846) 








Mastitis as a Herd Problem.—C oncluded. 
“Machine Milking,” priced 12s. 6d. One warning. 
In its chapter on mastitis it was very conservative, 
making definite claims only on carefully controlled 
experimental proof. On the farm it was necessary 
to be more forthright.* 

Mastitis and the Veterinary Investigation Seryice 

Members might ask what use was the laboratory in 
helping with mastitis. From what had been said 
tonight obviously iess than many people imagined. 
The policy of sending in samples when treatment had 
failed was most unsatisfactory. It was particularly 
useless when the sample was sent soon after treat- 
ment. There should be a gap of at least 10 days, 
preferably a fortnight. Herd tests were seldom of 
value because Streptococcus agalactiae was now 
relatively rare. The speaker could not claim to be 
able to interpret the results of herd tests where other 
organisms were involved. The chief value of a bac- 
teriological test lay in obtaining samples prior to 
treatment. Where cases were occurring frequently, 
this could be done by leaving sterile bottles with the 
cowman. Then a sensitivity test at the laboratory 
might yield use*1l information, particularly for sub- 


sequent cases, but the chief value of the V.I. staff in 
dealing with mastitis was, in the opinion of the 
speaker, in the visit in consultation to discover how 
further cases can be prevented. 

Economically mastitis was one of the most impor- 
tant group of diseases with which the farmer had to 
contend. It was often not spectacular and farmers 
tended to accept the loss without realising it. Yet the 
loss was largely preventable on many farms. It took 
a lengthy visit to establish the cause of the trouble 
but for the farmer it was one of the most valuable 
services the veterinary surgeon could render him. 
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Quarterly Council Meeting of the B.V.A. 


A meeting of the Council of the British Veterinary 
Association was held at the Connaught Rooms, 
Great Queen Street, London, W.C.2, on Friday, July 
21st, 1961. 

The President, Mr, S. Jennings, was in the chair, 
and the following members were present:— 

Dr. F. Alexander, Mr. L. G. Anderson, Dr. E. C. Appleby, 
Messrs. G. Atkinson, I. S. Beattie, A. G. Beynon (Vice- 
President), Miss W. M. Brancker, Mr. G. F. Brown, Lt.-Col. 
G. N. Bushman, Messrs. H. E. Bywater, E. R. Cal- 
lender, W. H. Carr, Major F. Chambers, Messrs. A. S. 
Chapman, P. E. Curtis, G. O. Davies, T. C. Den- 
holm (Hon. Secretary), A. C. Dixon, J. B. Edwards, J. 
Edwardson, Miss M. J. Freak. Messrs. F. A. Gordon, 
P. K. Hall-Patch, E. F. Hardwick, H. F. Hebeler (Hon. 
Treasurer), G. N. Henderson, S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), 
R. Hunnam, J. McC. Ingram. F. V. John, J. 
Johnston, Bruce V. Jones, Dr. J. O. L. King, Messrs. 
D. G. Llewellyn, R. M. Loosmore, J. G. Loxam, J. H. Mc- 
Ghee, Dr. W. I. M. McIntyre, Messrs. T. Barton Mann, 
V. J. A. Manton, R. Muir, D. S. S. Nicholson, D. F. 
Oliver, G. M. G. Oliver, A. D. Osborne, J. H. Parsons, 
J. A. Pasfield, D. W. S. Pettett, Capt. R. N. Phillips, 
Messrs. E. M. Pittaway, W. J. B. Robson, G. W. Searles, 
Dr. K. C. Sellers, Messrs. A. G. Singleton, A. Steele- 
Bodger, Mrs. G. M. Stuckey, Messrs. A. Sutherland, A. M. 
Taylor, A. Thomson, G. Tullis, W. Tweed, Miss O. Uvarov. 
Messrs. J. B. White, E. Wilkinson, S. W. Wood, A. J 
Wright, and G. Wyse. 


The Genera] Secretary read apologies for absence 
from:— 

Messrs. A. J. Adams, K. P. Anderson, A. J. Beeson, J. 
W. Bruford, R. S. F. Campbell, Brig. J. Clabby, Miss M. 
Dalby, Messrs. J. A. Dall, K. G. D. Evans, J. Forster, A 
M. Graham, O. Graharm-Jones, Lt.-Col. D. A. Green, 
Messrs. I. G. Hall, G. B. S. Heath, S. F. J. Hodgman, Dr 
D. G. Howell, Mrs. K. G. R. Kelly, Messrs. G. V. Laugier, 
D. G. Lewis, J. M. S.-Lucas, R. E. McGrath, Wm. C 
Miller, P. J. Mitchell, Dr. R. F. Montgomerie, Messrs. J 
A. Moss, K. O’Sullivan, Dr. J. K. L. Pearson, Mr. G. S 
Powley, Professor A. Robertson, Mr. W. T. Rowlands, 
Lt.-Col. D. F. G. Smith, Messrs. D. L. Stewart, A. L. Wil- 
son, Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the previous Council meeting, as 
published in THE VETERINARY RECORD of May 20th, 
were confirmed and signed. 


Membership 
The General Secretary reported that the number of 
members after the previous meeting was 4,862. 
There had been no resignations since the previous 
meeting. 
No members had been removed under Article 35. 


Obituary 

The Council stood in silence while the names of 
those members who had died since the previous meet- 
ing were read. 

Messrs. H. R. Allen (North Mimms), J. E. Barnes (Mid- 
somer Norton), J. F. Donnelly (Lincoln), H. D. Heggarty 
(Sale), T. Hicks (Sleaford), C. Holland (Droitwich Spa), 
E. F. Lewis (Potters Bar), J. G. McGregor (Paisley), Mrs 
B. Pearce (Wolverhampton), Major W. H. Priston (Ripley). 
Messrs. A. Spicer (Oxted), J. C. Storie (Beverley), R 
Tindle (Malmesbury), W. D. Williams (Newton). 

Mr. A. Thomson, referring to the passing of Mr. 
J. G. McGregor, said that he was one of the early 


members of the National Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation and had done a great deal of work for that 
Association. He liked to think of Mr. McGregor 
best as a kindly individual who was very helpful to 
all the young members of the profession, with whom 
he came into contact, particularly himself. In addi- 
tion, it should be placed on record that Mr. McGregor 
was perhaps the architect, and certainly one of the 
instruments, in the formation of the eradication pro- 
gramme for tuberculosis; it was due to his enthu- 
siasm, with the late Dr. Whitehouse of Glasgow, that 
the first steps in the formation of a scheme were 
made. 


Election of new members 

The General Secretary reported that, in addition 
to the list of new members shown in the agenda, 32 
members had been proposed. The complete list was 
as follows : 


New Members 
M’'s.R.C.V.S. 
Mr. T. J. L. Alexander (Guelph), Mrs. P. Almond 
(Bacup), Messrs. W. I. Atkinson (Paignton), J. S. Baxter 
(Leeds), R. K. Bowler (Rome), Miss E. A. R. Burnett (Lea- 
mington Spa), Messrs. K. H. Calder (Co. Galway), P. Cal- 
ver (Burford), J. C. Chambers (Diss), J. F. Cooney (Co. 
Longford), P. J. Daly (Co. Mayo), I. Davidson (Weybridge), 
H. E. Davies (Bridport), I. W. Denly (Harrow), J. E. Ed- 
wards (Sutton), D. A. Elliott (Potters Bar), A. D. G. Evans 
(Redhill), J. A. Evans (Tralee), D. E. Faulkner (Port-of- 
Spain), H. Fraser (Ashford), C. M. Groocock (Kettering), 
Mrs. S. P. Hails (Richmond), Messrs. R. E. W. Halliwell 
(Jersey), J. D. Harris (Swansea), I. McK. Harvey (Bute), 
D. L. Hopkins (Congleton), P. J. Lane (Cobham), R. D 
Lewis (Haverfordwest), C. N. Lyttle (Kenya), Miss E. G 
MacMillan (Edinburgh 9), Messrs. W. J. McCaughey 
(Broughshane), C. W. Maclean (Bristol), E. Madden (Pres- 
ton), B. M. Mills (Frome), B. M. Moore (Caterham), P. A 
Murphy (Newmarket), D. S. Murray (Bexhill), D. I. Nisbet 
(Gilmerton), D. J. O’Mahoney (Co. Waterford), J. J 
O’Neill (Co. Carlow), M. D. Peace (Derby), D. E. Radley 
(Lancaster), R. B. Rees (Lewes), Miss N. V. Rickerby 
(Leeds), Messrs. M. J. Roach (Wimborne), B. A. Robson 
(Morpeth), B. J. Shreeve (Dartford), A..C. Smith (Rad- 
cliffe-on-Trent), A. W. Smith (Winchester), D. L. Smith 
(Braughing), C. A. Stewart (Chester), D. M. Sutton (Wim- 
borne), J. J. Swainston (Macclesfield), J. M. Taylor (Sea- 
ford), E. H. Thomas (Liskeard), J. Geddes Thomson (Bur- 
ton-on-Trent), G. W. Tribe (King’s Lynn), P. J. Turner 
(Prestatyn), D. D. Unwin (Midhurst), A. Vaughan-Birch 
(Crewe), J. E. C. White (Co. Tyrone), E. Williams (Llanon), 
G. N. Woode (New Romney). : 


Veterinary Practitioner 
Mr. R. M. Prichard (Criccieth). 


Commonwealth Register 

Messrs. G. C. Calley (Sydney), T. K. Ewer (Sydney), A. 
G. Giblin (Sydney), D. H. Hill (Nigeria), D. J. Laws 
(Queensland), G. Mayne (London), L. Pabs-Garnon (Sierra 
Leone) D. J. Thornton (South Africa), G. Trevena (New 
South Wales), R. J. H. Wells (Cambridge). 

The members were duly elected. 

The General Secretary said that the total member- 
ship was 4,923, compared with 4,753 in July, 1960, 
which was an increase of 170 members. 

The President said that he was glad to see the 
President of the Royal College, Mr. L. G. Anderson, 
present. He was there in his own right as a Past 
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President of the Association, and, with his busy life, 
it was very good of him to find time to attend the 
Council meeting and help in its deliberations. 


Committee Reports 


DALRYMPLE CHAMPNEYS AWARD 
SELECTION COMMITTEE 
The President said that the minutes had been cir- 
culated and were marked “Confidential.” The selec- 
tion for the 1961 Award was Miss J. O. Joshua. He 
would have occasion to speak about Miss Joshua 
at Oxford when she would be presented with the cup 
and medal; the Committee had had no difficulty in 
arriving at that decision, and he was sure it would be 
a very popular one with Council members. 


THE OVERSEAS COMMITTEE 

Dr. S. E, Piercy moved the reception of the report. 

The President said that, in connexion with the 
report, he had received a letter that morning from 
Tanganyika, and asked the General Secretary to read 
it. 

The General Secretary said that the letter to the 
President was dated July 18th, 1961, and read as 
follows:— 

“Thank you for your letter of July 11th on the subject 
of the value of the British Veterinary Officers to Tangan- 
yika. The Salaries Commission considered the position 
of Veterinary Officers, their training and relative market 
rates in reaching the conclusions publicised in Vol. I of 
their report. This report is on sale with the Government 
Printer, Dar es Salaam, at a cost of 10s. per volume and 
is now available to the public. In general, the Commission 
were sympathetic with the principle that the terms of 
service of professional Veterinary Officers should be equated 
with those of the Medical Officers. On the other hand, 
the Commission did not recommend that M.R.C.V.S. should 
be the only qualification for veterinary practice acceptable 
to the Government of Tanganyika.” 

The President said that it would be seen from the 
minutes that the Tanganyika Veterinary Association 
was anxious that the British Veterinary Association 
should take steps to dissuade people in this country 
from taking up posts in Tanganyika; that was their 
firm conviction. The Overseas Committee, however, 
felt that the Association had gone as far as it could 
and that that would be a regrettable step. It had 
not been possible to accede to that request. 

On the motion of Dr, Piercy, seconded by Capt. 
R. N., Phillips, the report was adopted. 

The President paid tribute for the enormous 
amount of work Dr. Piercy did. The Overseas Com- 
mittee did not meet as often as the other standing 
committees and there was therefore a lot of work 
thrown on to the Chairman. Dr. Piercy had put in 
an enormous amount of work on behalf of the As- 
sociation and on behalf of members overseas in his 
capacity as Chairman of the Committee. He thanked 
Dr. Piercy. 


A meeting of the Overseas Committee was held at 7, 
Mansfield Street, London, W.1, at 2.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
May 9th, 1961. 

Present: Dr. S. E. Piercy (in the Chair), Messrs. W. 
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Beaton, A. W. Chalmers, H. Cronly, R. C. U. Fisher, S. 
Jennings (President), J. McCulloch, R. Marshall, Lt.-Col. 
D. F.G. Smith, Messrs. W. Scott, S. Simpson, R. A. Wright. 

By invitation: Messrs. H. R. Clifford (Uganda), A. F. S. 
Ohman (Fiji), E. Peck (Ethiopia), J. Smith (Kenya). 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. A. G. 
Beynon, J. Carmichael, H. F. Hebeler, S. L. Hignett, W. E. 
Lancaster and Captain R. N. Phillips. 

Those unabie to accept the invitation of the Chairman 
to attend the meeting were Messrs P. J. French, E. H. 
Holland, A. O. Merry, R. G. Pearson, and Dr. J. I. Taylor. 
The Chairman welcomed the visitors to the meeting. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the previous meeting, held on November 
8th, having been circulated, were taken as read and signed. 


Matters Arising 
(a) History of Overseas Veterinary Services—Volume 1. 

The General Secretary reported that the proofs had been 
read and approved by the authors. The approximate cost 
price of each copy would be 23s. 6d. 

In considering how best to promote the sale of this pub- 
lication, it was suggested that details might be sent to all 
members of the Colonial Service; that the Colonial Office 
could bring it to the attention of the governments of de- 
pendent countries; and that the Commonwealth Relations 
Office could publicise it among the governments of inde- 
pendent countries. The War Office might also be interested. 


(b) History of Overseas Veterinary Services—Volume II. 
The General Secretary reported the following progress: 

Aden. Contribution awaited from J. C. Alley. 

Basutoland. Contribution awaited from Mr. P. H. Browne. 

Bechuanaland. Contribution awaited from Dr. Unsworth. 

British Caribbean. No reply received from Dr. Gonzalez, 
but notes already available on Trinidad (H. V. M. Moti- 
vier) and Jamaica (Mr. R. M. Arnold). 

British Guiana. Note awaited from Dr. Fraser. 

British Somaliland. Mr. Peck had promised this article. 

Cyprus. No reply from Mr. Roe. 

Fiji. Contributions received from Mr. C. R. Turbet and 
Mr. A. F. S. Ohman. 

Gambia. Article awaited from Mr. S. L. H. Walshe. 

Gold Coast. A note dealing with the period 1909-1929 from 
Mr. W. P. Beal, and a short history from 1929 onwards, 
were on file. 

Hong Kong. At the suggestion of Mr. Robertson in Hong 
Kong, Mr. D. M. Corbett had been invited to furnish 
a contribution. 

Kenya. Mr. F. G. Waddington was bringing up to date the 
material already contributed by Mr. J. W. Macaulay. 

Malta. A reply was awaited from Mr. T. E. G. Rutter. 

Mauritius. Nothing had been heard from either Mr. A. 
Darne, or from Mr. Shuja, who has promised to help. 

Nigeria. Dr. J. 1. Taylor was bringing up to date the con- 
tribution from Mr. W. G. Beaton and Mr. W. W. Hen- 
derson. 

North Borneo. Mr. Holland had accepted the invitation of 
the Committee to contribute an article. 

Northern Rhodesia. Mr. J. F. C. Swan had been invited to 
bring contributions from Mr. J. Hobday, Mr. H. E 
Hornby and Mr. J. Smith up to date. 

Nyasaland. Mr. Aspinall’s note had been brought up to 
date by Mr. D. E. Faulkner. 

Palestine. Mr. J. M. Smith had_been invited to elaborate 
on a short note which had been provided by Mr. S. J 
Gilbert. 

Sarawak. Major Merry had not replied to the Committee's 
invitation to contribute. 

Sierra Leone. Mr. J. Birkett had undertaken to bring up to 
date the material already contributed. 

Swaziland. Material from Mr. T. Threlkeld was on file. 
No reply from Dr. Schuss to add to this had been re- 
ceived. 

Tanganyika. Mr. F. G. Waddington was bringing up to 
date the material from Mr. H. J. Lowe and Mr. H. E. 
Hornby. 

Uganda. Dr. Carmichael’s contribution was still awaited. 
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Zanzibar. No reply had been received from Mr. Raschid 
to the Committee’s invitation. 

Ways and means of helping authors were discussed and 
Mr. Marshall said that the Library at the Colonial Office 
would certainly give what help it could although, of course, 
there were some documents which could not be allowed 
to leave the building. 


(c) Handbook on Tropical Diseases. 

It was reported that the proofs were almost ready for 
the approval of the authors. 

The Committee considered that this handbook would 
have a wide appeal. It was agreed that there should be 
advance publicity for it, and for the Overseas History, to 
awaken interest and possibly to stimulate orders in advance 
of publication. 

It was decided that the Chairman and the General Sec- 
retary should discuss this with the Editor of THE VETERIN- 
ARY RECORD and report the result to the next meeting of 
the Overseas Committee. 


(d) Conditions and Terms of Service in Overseas Countries. 
Meeting at Colonial Office on November 14th, 1960. 

The report of a meeting at which the Chairman, the 
President and the General Secretary met officials of the 
Colonial Oflice to discuss the difficulties of officers serving 
overseas, and the plans of Government to meet their needs 
and the needs of newly emerging countries, had been cir- 
culated to members. 

Kenya, Tanganyika and Uganda. The Chairman reminded 
the Committee that when they last met a Salaries Com- 
mission had just been appointed for the East African Ter- 
ritories. The B.V.A. had sent to the local veterinary Asso- 
ciations as much information as they could to help them 
when presenting their memoranda. 

The Commission, under the Chairmanship of Sir Gilbert 
Fleming, had now rublished its report and the main re- 
commendation was that there should be an overall increase 
in salaries, for professional officers of between 25 per cent. 
to 30 per cent. The Commission had not attempted to go 
into details of such subjects as points of entry and super- 
scale posts, but had recommended that local governments 
should deal with these matters. Local regrading committees 
had, therefore, been established. 

Kenya. A _ representative from the Kenya Veterinary 
Association reported that the Fleming Report had been 
implemented in Kenya and that every officer had been 
sent a copy and given the option of accepting the new 
terms. He thought the local Civil Servants’ Association had 
agreed to them, and the main issue now remaining was 
that of compensation for loss of office. 

Tanganyika. At the request of the Tanganyika Veterinary 
Association a strongly worded letter had been sent to the 
local Regrading Committee by the President of the B.V.A., 
asking for a higher entry point on the A scale, parity with 
the medical profession, automatic entry to the Medical and 
Scientific Extension Scale, incremental credit for post- 
graduate qualifications, and adequate remuneration for con- 
tract officers. This had been supplemented by a cable, and 
later by a letter addressed to the Local Salaries Committee 
laying greater emphasis on the needs of locally domiciled 
officers. 

The Tanganyika Veterinary Association had also asked 
the B.V.A. to arrange for parliamentary questions to be 
addressed to the Colonial Secretary referring to terms of 
service in Tanganyika which were not attracting British 
veterinary surgeons, resulting in a steady increase in the 
intake of continentally trained veterinarians. Through the 
good offices of a Member of Parliament two written ques- 
tions had been put to the Colonial Secretary and they, to- 
gether with the replies, had been made known to the East 
and Central African Veterinary Associations. Tanganyika 
had asked for further questions to be asked, but on advice, 
and after careful consideration, it was reluctantly decided 
that this would have no material effect at the present time 
and that the Tanganyika Veterinary Association should be 
so advised. 

The Tanganyika Veterinary Association had further 
asked the B.V.A. to proceed to a policy of positive dis- 


Vol. 73 No. 34 829 


couragement of recruitment of veterinary surgeons to Tan- 
ganyika and had suggested that an approach be made to 
continental veterinary Associations proposing that they 
should follow the same line. 

This request was discussed at length but it was agreed 
that the British Veterinary Association, in the actions it 
had already taken, had gone as far as it could and that any 
attempt to force the issue with the governments of emerg- 
ing countries might well do more harm than good. A 
situation whereby the B.V.A. opposed the recruitment of 
British and Continental veterinary surgeons on the one 
hand, and resisted the promotion of locally trained staff in 
favour of British expatriates on the other, would not be 
tenable. It was pointed out that there was no reason why 
Africans, trained in Africa, should not and would not be 
accepted by their own Governments as having the same 
professional status as M’s.R.C.V.S. 

It was agreed that a reply should be sent to the Tangan- 
yika Division saying that the B.V.A. had reluctantly come 
to the conclusion that it could go no further towards dis- 
couraging recruitment. 

Uganda. A representative from Uganda said their Asso- 
ciation had appreciated the efforts the B.V.A. had made on 
their behalf. The President of the B.V.A. had sent a letter 
to the Local Regrading Committee on the same lines as 
that addressed to the Regrading Committee in Tanganyika. 
They felt on the whole that the findings of the Fleming 
Report were satisfactory, and understood that the Regrad- 
ing Committee was dealing with all questions of detail. 
Their Association had asked for parity with the medical 
staff and had deplored the loss of senior posts. He felt 
there was very little more that the B.V.A. could do to 
help. 

Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland. Letters had been 
addressed to the Chief Secretaries of these two countries 
asking for improvements in the terms and conditions of 
veterinary officers. A reply had been received from the 
Nyasaland Government setting out the salaries and pro- 
motion prospects for veterinarians which, it considered, 
compared not unfavourably with the terms offered to veter- 
inary surgeons seeking posts in the United Kingdom. The 
contents of this letter had been made known to the Nyasa- 
land Veterinary Association. The N.V.A. had also reported 
on the adverse effect on expatriate oflicers of the applica- 
tion of an Exchange Control Act and they had been asked 
to supply further details. 

Before passing to the next item of the agenda a very 
hearty vote of thanks to the Chairman for all the valuable 
work he had done was proposed and carried unanimously. 

Liaison with B.M.A. The Chairman reported that he had 
discussed with the Chairman of the B.M.A. Overseas Com- 
mittee the mutual problems of their colleagues overseas. 
The problem for overseas medical officers seems to be 
their absorption in the medical service at home and the 
B.M.A. is attempting to persuade the Colonial Office to 
provide funds to create extra posts. The Chairman of the 
B.M.A. Overseas Committee promised to keep the B.V.A. 
informed of any general developments and said his Asso- 
ciation was considering the idea of a concerted approach 
by representative bodies of various professions to the 
Colonial Oflice. Dr. Piercy had asstred him that if this 
was arranged the B.V.A. would be glad to co-operate. 

Permanent and Pensionable Posts advertised by the 
Colonial Office. A reply from the Colonial Office to a 
request for clarification of the meaning of the word “per- 
manent” in the context of their advertisements for posts 
in such countries as Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
was considered. The uncertainty about compensation for 
officers whose careers were interrupted was also discussed. 
Judging by examples in territories already independent, 
there was reason to believe that the terms would be 
reasonably satisfactory. A scheme for Tanganyika would 
shortly be announced. It was agreed that the Committee 
should take no action until the compensation schemes had 
been published and comments made by the local veterinary 
associations. 


(e) Corresponding Members. 
(1) Kenya. It was reported that Mr. Beaton had re- 
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signed as corresponding member for Kenya and 
the Kenya Veterinary Association had been in- 
vited to appoint a replacement. 

(ii) Mr. Beaton had offered, and the Chairman had 
accepted his offer, that he should deal with veter- 
inary affairs of a general nature in Africa South 
of the Sahara. He would, therefore, act as a cor- 
respondent for the Committee for Technical Co- 
operation in Africa South of the Sahara. 

(iii) Bermuda. The General Secretary reported that he 
had been supplied with a general note on condi- 
tions in Bermuda from Mr. C. W. Browne. 

(iv) British West Indies. An invitation to Mr. B. V 
Fenton to act as Corresponding Secretary had not 
yet received a reply. 


(f) Overseas Appointments 

The General Secretary reported that four requests for 
information about posts in Africa had been received since 
the last meeting in response to the notice in THE VETERIN- 
aRY Record. In addition requests had been received 
for information about conditions in Australia, New Zea- 
land, Canada and America. The desirability of the notice 
in THe Recorp was reconsidered and it was decided that it 
should continue for the time being and the matter reviewed 
at a later date. 


(g) Home Based Commonwealth Service. 

The chairman reported that as soon as the Government's 
plans for a Department of Technical Co-operation had been 
announced, the President had written to the Permanent 
Under-Secretary, Sir Andrew Cohen, offering the help of 
the Association in matters relative to technical aid for 
Overseas veterinary services, and asking if it would be 
possible for a small delegation to meet him to hear some- 
thing of the plans of his department. Mr. Marshall said 
this Department would simplify the machinery for co- 
ordinating the work being done in the international field 
The Colonial Office had been having discussions with the 
Ministry of Agriculture in anticipation of the formation of 
the new Depariment, but little could be done until the new 
Minister was appointed. 

Mr. Marshall invited suggestions from all members of 
the Committee on ways and means of providing the stafl 
for Technical Cu-vperation. The Kenya Veterinary Associ- 
ation, particularly, had expressed interest in this Depart 
ment. It was agreed that this item should again be placed 
on the agenda for discussion by the Committee at its next 
meeting 

Correspondence 

(i) Kenya. The Committee considered a letter from 
Mr. Beaton, and the report from the Honorary Secretary 
of the Kenya Veterinary Association— 1960/61. Both these 
communications expressed the view that it would be desir- 
able to establish a veterinary Association in Kenya giving 
equality of status to M’s.R.C.V.S. and to graduates from 
Makerere and from the future University of East Africa 
Correspondence with the B.V.A. about the eligibility of full 
members of the K.V.A for membership of the B.V.A was 
reported and it had been explained to the Kenya Veterin- 
ary Association that the Articles of Association of the 
B.V.A. precluded such automatic membership. 

(ii) /rag. It was reported that a letter had been sent 
to the Director of Veterinary Services, Baghdad, asking for 
news of the Veterinary Surgeons’ Association which had 
recently held its first meeting after the 1958 revolution. No 
reply had been received to date. 


Veterinary Education in Developing Countries 
The Chairman reminded the Committee that at their last 
meeting they had considered a resolution from the Kenya 
Veterinary Association urging the B.V.A. to sponsor 
efforts to increase the educational facilities in this country 
for African students and the President had agreed that this 
subject should be discussed at a meeting shortly to be held 

between the officers of the R.C.V.S. and the B.V.A 
The President reported that at that meeting it had been 
made clear that the R.C.V.S. considered veterinary educa- 
tion to be a matter which lay entirely within the sphere 
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of the Royal College. Discussing the matter, it was 
generally felt by the Overseas Committee that training for 
service in Africa should take place in Africa, and that the 
increased number of places being offered in Universities 
in Britain should provide teachers for African Veterinary 
Schools. 

The Committee asked the President if, when discussing 
the matter further with the President of the R.C.V.S., he 
would express this view and, at the same time, indicate that 
the Overseas Committee of the B.V.A. would be only too 
willing to help in any possible way in the establishment 
of overseas veterinary schools capable of providing an 
acceptabie standard of training. 

The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to 
the fact that the recommendation of the FAO/WHO 
meeting on veterinary education held in London in April, 
1960, that an international panel on veterinary education 
should be established, had been implemented, and that Si: 
John Ritchie had been appointed the U.K. representative 


Other Business 
The Chairman reported that he had attended four meet- 
ings of the Selection Board of the Government of Western 
Nigeria in London to help choose veterinary surgeons for 
posts in that country. 


Organisation of the Work of the Committee 

The Chairman asked members to consider the possi- 
bility of forming a small executive sub-committee, which 
could rapidly be called together as desirable between meet- 
ings of the main committee, to carry out most of the work 
which at present was inevitably the responsibility of the 
Chairman. Apart from an undue burden of responsibility. 
Dr. Piercy considered it wrong that the execution of ar 
important Committee’s decisions, and the interpretation of 
its wishes between meetings, should be in the hands of 
one man. 

It was agreed that a decision on this should be made at 
the next meeting. 

It was aiso agreed that afternoon meetings were more 
convenient for the majority of members 


THE TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT 
COMMMITTEE 
Mr. J. B. White moved the reception of the report. 
On the motion of Mr, White, seconded by Dr. 
J. O. L. King, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Technical Development Committee was 
heid at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Wednesday, 
June 14th, 1961, at 10.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. J. B. White (Chairman), K. P. Ander- 
son, Col. G. L. Beaumont, Dr. N. S. Blackburn, Miss 
W. M. Brancker, Messrs. J. A. Dall, T. C. Denholm (Hon 
orary Secretary), H. F. Hebeler (Vice-President), S. I 
Hignett (Vice-President), Dr. J. O. L. King, Mr. R. M 
Loosmore, Dr. W. I. McIntyre, Mr. D. F. Oliver, Prof. A 
Robertson, Dr. E. L. Taylor, Mr. A. L. Wilson, Dr. W. R 
Wooldridge, Mr. A. J. Wright. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. A. G 
Beynon (Vice-President), R. S. T. Bowden, J. W. Bruford. 
H. I. Field, Prof. J. S. S. Inglis, Mr. S. Jennings (President). 
Dr. R. F. Montgomerie, Messrs. J. A. Moss, W. T. Row 
lands, Dr. K. C. Sellers and Mr. K. G. Towers 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on March Ist 
1961) had been circulated beforehand, and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record 


Matters Arising 
(a) Brucellosis and Swine Fever Fradication. As re 
quested, the Sub-committee on Brucellosis Policy had re 
drafted their report. 1 revised version of which was now 
before the Committee. It was pointed out that until the 
findings from the official survey then being carried out 
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were published, no detailed proposals could be made for 
the operation of an eradication programme. Minor amend- 
nents were made to the text of the report, which was then 
pproved for submission to the Veterinary State Medicine 
Committee. 

The Chairman reported that discussions on brucellosis 
ind swine fever eradication were at present in progress with 
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture and would, 
he hoped, shortly reach a satisfactory conclusion. 


(b) Blood Grouping Service. A report outlining the 
scope and machinery for inaugurating a proposed blood 
grouping service in cattle was considered by the Com- 
mittee. It was pointed out that such a service was long 
overdue, and that the Association, while not in a position 
to finance it, could nevertheless play a leading part in its 
initiation. Certain organisations to whom such a service 
would be of particular value were mentioned, and it was 
recommended that the Officers should be empowered to 
make suitable approaches to determine the degree of sup- 
port which might be forthcoming from them. The report 
was accepted as it stood, subject only to the proviso that 
correspondence quoted in full in its text should be sum- 
marised only in the final version. It was recommended 
that for the present the report should not be published. 


(c) BWV.A. Evidence to Inter-Departmental Committee 
on Fowl-Pest. The Chairman reported that the evidence 
given on behalf of the Association to this Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee would be published as soon as possible 
but that the authors of the two papers which formed its 
appendices had asked for time to re-draft them in a form 
more suitable for publication, in particular as regards 
references and proper acknowledgments. 


(d) Johne's Disease. As requested, Dr. Pearson had 
prepared a communique on the diagnosis of Johne's dis- 
ease which was considered by the Committee, together 
with comments from Dr. Deans Rankin and Mr. Peter 
Stuart on his text. The Chairman expressed the Com- 
mittee’s appreciation of Dr. Pearson’s very clear outline 
of the position with regard to the various tests available. 

In view of the decision of Council the previous April, 
which had the effect of directing the article primarily to 
the profession through the medium of THE VETERINARY 
RECORD, the Committee felt that some amplification was 
needed. In particular, it was felt that the evaluation of the 
tests could be presented in a form which would be of 
greater value to the practising veterinary surgeon, and it 


was recommended that Dr. Pearson should be asked to 
redraft the text as necessary, to cover this aspect, in col- 
laboration with his earlier associates (Dr. Deans Rankin, 
Mr. Hole and Mr. Stuart) and also with Dr. W. I. 
McIntyre who was asked, and consented, to assist the 
author in this revision. 
B.V.A. Handbook Sub-committee 
(a) Exotic Animals. The Chairman of the Sub-com- 


mittee, Mr. J. A. Dall, reported that since the last meeting 
of the Technical Development Committee there had been 
a further meeting with chinchilla authorities, and that 
material for this section of the handbook was coming in 
satisfactorily. In reply to a question regarding postpone- 
ment of publication of the cage-bird section which had 
been delayed for the inclusion of certain material which 
could not well be omitted, the Chairman forecast that this 
section should certainly be ready for publication before 
the end of the year. 


(b) Poultry Diseases. The Chairman (Dr. J. O. L. 
King) raised the question of acknowledgments to all who 
had helped in the revision of this handbook, many of whom 
were not members of the veterinary profession. He recom- 
mended, and the Committee accepted the recommendation, 
that at the beginning of the Handbook on Poultry Diseases 
should be shown a list of members of the Sub-committee, 
followed by a list of contributors’ names, without any 
indication of which articles respectively they had _pre- 
pared. 
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Che following contributions to the handbook were then 
considered in detail, and subject to minor amendments, 


accepted for inclusion: 
(i) Staphylococcal arthritis 
(ii) Anatipestifer infection of ducklings 
(iii) Duck virus hepatitis. 


(iv) The Organisation of the Poultry Industry in Great 
Britain. 
(v) Artificial Insemination 
(vi) Broilers: Killing and Processing 
(vii) Infectious laryngo-tracheitis 
(viii) Osteopetrosis. 
(ix) Pasteurellosis. 
(x) Psittacosis. 


(xi) Pullet disease 

(c) Equine Matters. No meeting of the sub-committee 
dealing with the Handbook on Equine Matters had been 
held since the last meeting of the main committee. They 
had, however, submitted a memorandum (which was now 
distributed to the Technical Development Committee) re- 
garding the legal position of a veterinary surgeon called 
upon to destroy a horse injured on a race-course. It was 
agreed that the position urgently needed definition, as 
most contracts of this nature were only verbal and gave 
rise to complications in many directions. It was thought 
that the, National Hunt Committee had the matter under 
review and that a joint approach at the earliest possible 
date to that body and the Jockey Club, at which the in- 
formed views of the B.V.A. could be put forward, would be 
valuable and opportune. 

The Equine Sub-committee would be meeting the fol- 
lowing Tuesday and members of the Technical Develop- 
ment Committee were therefore asked to read the mem- 
orandum and send in any comments in time for that 
meeting. The Equine Sub-committee was asked to go 
into the question and empowered to approach the Jockey 


Club and the National Hunt Committee as soon as pos- 
sible—if necessary, co-opting from outside the Committee 
any members with special experience which would be 


relevant. 
Diseases of Primates Infectious to Maw 

The Committee had before them material supplied by 
the Central Veterinary Society, and it was agreed that the 
matter was one calling for quick action. It was agreed 
that the question should be referred for investigation to the 
Exotic Animals Sub-committee, with the request that they 
report to the main committee. The Chairmar was given 
power to co-opt, and it was suggested that Dr. Appleby, 
Mr. Oliver Graham-Jones and Mr. S. Keeble would be 
valuable additions to the sub-committee in their study of 
the subject. 

Other Business 

Broiler Rabbits. Miss Brancker reported that in view 
of the growing interest iN broiler rabbits, she had asked 
for a note to be inserted in a recent edition of THE VETER- 
INARY RECORD inviting members with information to con- 
tribute or questions to ask to get in touch with B.V.A. 
Headquarters. There was already a considerable volume 
of information available, and it could be added to from 
time to time. Miss Brancker was thanKed for initiating this 
service and for the work she had already done in collating 
the available data on broiler rabbits. 

Date of Next Meeting: Wednesday, 11th October, 1961, 
10.30 a.m. (7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1). 


THE EDITORIAL COMMITTEE 
Miss M. J. Freak moved the reception of the report. 
Miss Freak moved and Capt. R. N. Phillips 
seconded the adoption of the report with a necessary 
correction. (Carried.) 


held 
W.1, 


at 
on 


A meeting of the Editorial Committee was 
7, Mansfield Street, Portland Place, London, 
Wednesday, July Sth, 1961, at 2.30 p.m. 

Present: Miss M. J. Freak (Chairman), Messrs. 9. L. 
Hignett (Senior Vice-President), A. G. Beynon (Junior 
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Vice-President), Dr. F. Alexander, Dr. N. S. Barron, 
Messrs. A. C. Dixon, H. E. Harbour (Scientific Editor, 
Research in Veterinary Science), Professor D. L. Hughes, 
Dr. W. F. H. Jarrett, Messrs. I. H. Pattison, J. C. Wood 
(by invitation), J. A. Anderson (General Secretary). 

Apologies for absence had been received from Messrs. 
S. Jennings (President), H. F. Hebeler (Hon. Treasurer), 
T. C. Denholm (Hon. Secretary), Miss J. O. Joshua and 
Mr. J. M. Ingram. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday, March 
29th, 1961, having been circulated were confirmed and 
signed. 

Matters Arising 

(a) Controversial Anonymous Correspondence 

A member of the Committee had prepared a draft ex- 
ample, which had been circulated. After discussion it was 
decided that it would be too difficult to get a sufficient 
selection of pithy correspondence regularly, and sporadic 
features in the journal were not favoured. The Committee 
noted that when there was a good and sufficient reason 
for withholding a name anonymous letters were published 
in the correspondence columns of THE VETERINARY RECORD, 
so long as the Editor knew the name of the correspondent. 
The Committee expressed its thanks to the member who had 
prepared the material for their consideration, and decided 
to defer the whole subject for the time being. 


(b) Special FAO Number of “ The Veterinary Record” 

The Editor reported that he had conveyed to a corres- 
pondent from FAO the Committee’s decision that they 
would be willing to consider two or three articles for 
publication in THE VETERINARY RECORD. A _ reply was 
read, expressing the Organisation’s thanks to the Editorial 
Committee for their interest and promising to forward 
several papers at an early date. 


(c) Exchange with an Italian Publication 

A copy of this journal was circulated and it was de- 
cided that it should be exchanged against copies of THE 
VETERINARY RecoRD. Arising out of this the Committee 
discussed the long-standing practice of donating journals 
exchanged against THE VETERINARY ReEcoRD to the 
R.C.V.S. Library. They decided to recommend that this 
practice was in the interests of the profession and should 
continue. 

**Research in Veterinary Science’ 

The Scientific Editor reported that the July issue was 
now in page proof. This number had been enlarged as the 
previous issue had been smaller than usual. The quarterly 
intake of papers from the journal's inception was as 
follows: 


1959... ali 4 4 8 1S 
1960..... vor 14 18 12 20 
ee ee 23 26 


The intake of manuscript was by now highly satis- 
factory, and as soon as the financial position was secure 
it would probably be necessary to increase the size of the 
journal to prevent undue time lag between receipt and pub- 
lication of papers. The classification by disciplines of the 
papers was:—biochemistry and physiology 22 per cent., 
bacteriology 22 per cent., viruses 16 per cent., pathology 10 
per cent., parasitology 6 per cent., general medicine 6 
per cent., anatomy 6 per cent., chemotherapy 4 per cent., 
miscellaneous 8 per cent. The rejection rate was approxi- 
mately 16 per cent. The Executive Editor reported that sub- 
scriptions numbered approximately 800. About 200 more 
were required to enable the journal to cover its financial 
commitments. To stimulate sales the publishers were pre- 
paring a 4-page leaflet for international circulation to re- 
search institutes and libraries, indicating the best of the 
papers to be published and the best of those already 
printed. The Committee minuted its very grateful thanks 
to the Scientific Editor and his colleagues. 


Editor’s Report 
The manuscript position for THE VETERINARY RECORD 
was well maintained. There were 68 papers in hand, of 
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which 14 were in proof, 33 awaiting typesetting, 6 were to 
be edited, 7 were with Readers, and 8 were awaiting allo- 
cation to Readers. Printers’ wages would be going up in 
October which would mean a rise in costs. However, the 
last increase in advertisement rates and in the subscription 
rate would more than cover this. As to other publications, 
the History of the Overseas Veterinary Services would be 
delivered at the end of July, the Handbook on Tropical 
Diseases was now in galley proof, the Proceedings of the 
Hypomagnesaemia Conference had been delivered and 
would shortly be sent out to members, the cage bird section 
of the handbook on exotic pets was advancing, and the 
Pregnancy Diagnosis handbook was now available. Twenty- 
six out of 34 Congress papers had been received and 
edited. 

As artplates were a heavy and continuing cost, the Editor 
suggested that THE VETERINARY RECORD might be printed 
on a quality of paper suitable for illustrations normally 
printed on art paper. Samples were passed round the table 
for the Committee’s approval, and it was agreed that the 
new paper be used for a trial period. If successful, it 
would show a saving of about £250 a year. 


Numbers of Members and Constitution of the Editorial 
Committee 

The Committee considered the question of its size, and 
after some discussion agreed to recommend to Council that 
its present form was most practicable for a highly specia- 
lised Committee. Its membership should continue to be a 
matter for consultation between the Chairman and the 
Nominations Committee. 


Time of Application for Vacant Appointments 
It had been suggested that advertisers should allow suffi- 
cient time for overseas readers of THE VETERINARY RECORD 
to apply for vacant appointments. The Committee felt it 
could not insist upon this, but that the Editor should 
advise such advertisers of the advantage of giving 
veterinary surgeons overseas time to offer their services. 


Panel of Scrutineers 
A list of the present scrutineers had been circulated, 
and a few additional names were added. 


Other Business 

(a) A request was made for the Committee’s guidance 
regarding the: scientific correspondence with reference to 
a point made in Council on January 4th, 1961 (Vet. Rec. 
73, 203) that letters regarding products that were subject 
of advertisement might in themselves in certain circum- 
stances be construed as such. The Committee decided 
that it would be difficult, or impossible, to control the 
timing of such letters in relation to advertisement matter 
and recommended that provided the content and presenta- 
tion were of appropriate standard they should be accepted. 


(b) A complaint had been made that authors of stand- 
ing were given priority of publication, and it was sug- 
gested that the date of receipt of all papers should be 
printed. The Editor was able to assure the Committee 
that the complaint was unfounded. Papers were published 
within the limits of editorial space in rotation following 
the date of acceptance. Where there appeared to be delay 
this represented the time betwen submission of work and 
its final approval in publishable form by scrutineers. The 
Committee decided that no useful purpose would be served 
by publishing the date on which papers were received. 


Vote of Thanks to the Chairman 
At the conclusion of the meeting the Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent moved that the Committee’s appreciation of the work 
done by the Chairman be minuted. The Committee 
applauded this suggestion and unanimously approved it. 


Date of Next Meeting 
The Committee decided to meet again on Wednesday, 
October 18th, 1961, at 2.30 p.m. 
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THE FARM LIVESTOCK COMMITTEE 

Mr. A. J. Wright moved the reception of the report 
with two small amendments. 

Mr. J. McC. Ingram, referring to (a) Veterinary 
Products and Treatments Bill, said he thought it 
would be better if the Association contacted Mr. 
Lewis of the Joint Committee rather than contact 
the Ministry of Agriculture direct. 

Mr, Wright agreed and said that Mr. Lewis was 
the secretary of the quadripartite committee discussing 
the Bill. 

Mr, G. Tullis queried the words “divisional local 
level” in the third sub-paragraph of paragraph (f). 

Mr. Wright said that it should be “divisional area 
level.” 

Mr. S. L. Hignett said that it was surely intended 
to cover prophylactic as well as therapeutic agents in 
that paragraph. 

Mr. Wright agreed. 

On the motion of Mr, Wright, seconded by Mr. 
F. V. John, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Farm Livestock Committee was held 
at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Wednesday, July 
19th, 1961, at 10.30 a.m. 

Present: Messrs. A. J. Wright (Chairman), R. L. Bell, 
A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), A. C. L. Brown, G. F. 
Brown, Major F. Chambers, Messrs. A. $. Chapman, T. C. 
Denholm (Honorary Secretary), G. B. S. Heath, H. F. 
Hebeler (Honorary Treasurer), S. L. Hignett (Vice-Presi- 
dent), Dr. D. G. Howell, Messrs. S. Jennings (President), 
F. V. John, J. G. Loxam, R. Muir, D. W. S. Pettett, 
W. J. B. Robson, G. W. Searles, D. L. Stewart, Ey 
Wilkinson. By invitation: Mr. J. B. White. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. H. 
McGhee and Mr. R. L. Wylie. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on April Sth, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Veterinary Products and Treatments Bill. The 
Chairman reported on a meeting of interested organisa- 
tions held on April 18th at the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, at which he and Mr. J. M. Ingram 
had represented the British Veterinary Association. 

It was agreed after discussion that the General Secre- 
tary should be asked to write to the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture in about September enquiring as to progress if no 
further information on the subject were forthcoming by 
that time. 


(b) Amendment to Auctioneers’ Sale Rules. The 
Chairman reported that the Chartered Auctioneers’ and 
Estate Agents’ Institute had asked for the Association’s 
comments on a draft Condition for insertion in their Sale 
Rules regarding certification that an animal had not been 
treated with hormone implants. After careful considera- 
tion it had been concluded that it would be impossible 
to give such a certificate with any certainty and that there 
was no practical way of enforcing such a Condition, and 
a letter to this effect had been sent to the C.A. & E.ALL., 
with a copy to the National Farmers’ Union. 


(c) Sale of Cattle Certified Free from Johne's Disease. 
It was noted this matter had also been on the agenda for 
the last meeting of the Technical Development Committee. 
The Chairman of that Committee reported that a draft 
article for THE VETERINARY RECORD had been considered 
by them and referred back to the author for amplification 
of certain details, the inclusion of which was considered 
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necessary in order to give the veterinary profession a com- 
plete view of all the factors involved. 

fhe Chairman of the T.D.C. was thanked for all the 
work done and being undertaken on this subject. It was 
agreed that informal discussion with the breed socicties 
must await publication of this article. 


(d) A.R.C. Veterinary Therapeutic Substances Testing 
Board. It was learned that since the last meeting of the 
Farm Livestock Committee two meetings of the full 
Veterinary Therapeutic Substances Testing Board had 
been held. A letter from its Assistant Secretary was 
before the meeting with a note of the nature and aims of 
the Board drawn up at the time of its inception; the 
B.V.A. was asked for observations as to how the Board’s 
functioning might be improved in relation to present 
circumstances. 

In discussion the comment was made that lack of funds 
and facilities must always be a severe limitation on the 
activities of the Board and the suggestion was made that 
the sub-committee (consisting of the officers, Mr. Bruford, 
Mr. White, Mr. Wilkinson and Dr. Wooldridge) appointed 
at the last meeting of the Farm Livestock Committee 
should be empowered to consult the Board and discuss 
the matter. 


(e) AJ. Instruction for Herdsmen. A letter was 
received from the Chief Veterinary Officer of the Milk 
Marketing Board giving a report on the course which that 
body had conducted the previous week for the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England. The Committee placed 
on record their appreciation of this report and agreed 
that it went far to allay their earlier misgivings as to the 
employment of A.I. techniques in inexperienced hands. 


(f) Distribution of a Proprietary Vaccine. It was 
reported that enquiries had been made and the firm con- 
cerned had stated that the product in question was sup- 
plied only through Veterinary Surgeons; no change had 
been made in their original sales policy, nor was any 
change contemplated in this channel of distribution. 

In this connexion, a letter from the Lakeland Veterinary 
Association, which was before the meeting, expressed dis- 
quiet at the variations in price of various therapeutic and 
prophylactic products, including the preparation under 
review. They urged that the B.V.A. approach manufac- 
turers in an attempt to arrange retail prices of new pro- 
ducts, and to inform the profession of them before details 
were made known to the general public. 

It was agreed by the Committee that charges for cer- 
tain prophylactic and therapeutic agents should be dis- 
cussed and decided at Divisional or local level, where 
necessary. It was recommended that the Lakeland Divi 
sion should be informed of the tenor of the Committee's 
discussion and that a circular letter to the same effect 
should be sent to all Divisions for their guidance. 


Animals (Control of Intensified Methods of Food 
Production) Bill 
A letter from a member on the subject of this Bill was 
before the meeting. It had been learned in the meantime, 
however, that the Bill had been droppd on its second read- 
ing and no action relating to it was therefore called for. 


Other Business 
There being no further business, the meeting concluded 
at 12.15 p.m. 


THE PARLIAMENTARY AND PUBLIC 
RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

Mr. J. Pasfield moved the reception of the report. 

Dr. W. I. M. McIntyre asked for further informa- 
tion or Clarification of the paragraph under 
“Publicity,” headed “(d) Press Release.” He found 
gteat difficulty in understanding it as it appeared in 
the report. It seemed that the Association was not 
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stating its position very clearly as to whether or not 
there was another disease and what it was called; if 
there was a new disease, was distemper vaccine going 
to prevent it? Those were questions which the lay 
public would ask. He had noticed that there was a 
letter in the previous week’s RECORD about this type 
of press release on a scientific matter before anything 
had appeared in the scientific press. Could any fur- 
ther information be given on the subject? 

Mr. Pasfield said that there was no further infor- 
mation to offer except to make the point that it was 
another perfect example of how, if the national press 
made contact with an individual practitioner, it 
could produce a story on the following morning which 
might or might not be accurate. No matter how fast 
Headquarters worked, it could not produce a counter 
blast within several days of such a thing occurring. 
He was afraid that quite a lot of that might be seen 
in the future. The only way in which it was suggested 
that any counter publicity could be given was by giv- 
ing freedom of action to the General Secretary, realis- 
ing that he might not be perfect but was doing his 
best, and all they could do was to co-operate with 
him. 

Dr. McIntyre said that he had meant no attack on 
the General Secretary and was all for giving him a 
free hand. But it could have been made clear to the 
general public whether there was a new disease or 
not. They were entitled to know what the Associa- 
tion thought. 


The General Secretary said that on the day the 
item on a “new killer disease” appeared in the 
national morning newspapers he received 17 calls 
from the press, 30 calls from veterinary surgeons and 
one from the R.C.V.S. which indicated that any calls 
made to them would be transferred to the B.V.A. 

Having contacted the 2 principal commercial firms 
involved in research into the production of canine 
virus vaccines he prepared a statement which was 
sent that day to 220 newspapers. He felt there was 
insufficient information available at present to be dog- 
matic. The purpose of the statement was to play 
down the claim that there was a “new killer disease” 
of dogs and to point out that the virus syndrome in 
dogs was very complex and that it was not felt that 
the cases reported justified the title “epidemic” 
accorded in some press reports. He stated in the press 
release that this “Association recommends the vac- 
cination of all unvaccinated dogs of all ages against 
distemper/hard pad as soon as possible. As a pre- 
caution, in view of the varying individual ability of 
dogs to produce antibodies against disease it also con- 
siders it a wise precaution to re-vaccinate dogs which 
were vaccinated over 18 months ago.” 

He believed the objects behind the press release 
were achieved. 

For the information of members the text of the 
press statement had been published in THe VeTeRI- 
NARY RECORD. 

Mr. G, N. Henderson said that the matter was re- 
ferred to the B.S.A.V.A. and a similar view to that 
expressed by Mr. Anderson was taken. 

The President asked Mr. Henderson to explain how 
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the whole thing had arisen because some people had 
not been aware of the publicity in the press. 

Mr. Henderson said that the story had started 
originally from one practitioner who gave some infor- 
mation to a national newspaper. That provided facts 
which might have been considered to be misleading 
and the newspaper blew it up into a scare story of a 
“new killer disease.” The following morning, he him- 
self had received telephone calls from a number of 
national newspapers asking for further information 
on the disease and he had been at pains to point out 
that, in his view, there was no new disease at all and 
that anything that might have occurred could be con- 
sidered in the context of some form of breakdown of 
vaccination. In the light of present knowledge, the 
best advice that they could give to dog-owners was 
re-vaccination of animals whose vaccination had been 
carried out more than 12 months ago. The question 
of natural challenge not taking place in certain cases 
had been referred to which might have been respon- 
sible for breakdown. That was the general tenor of 
the view expressed to the newspapers. Unfortunately, 
as members knew, newspapers tended to take what 
they wanted out of statements and to leave what they 
did not want. The result was that, in reporting the 
views expressed, they implied that the B.S.A.V.A 
advocated re-vaccination for the new disease, which 
was certainly not what had been said, but the news- 
papers at that time were not willing to kill the story 

The extremely rapid and most useful action by the 
General Secretary of the B.V.A. had done a great 
deal to prevent it from becoming a ridiculously over- 
inflated scare story in the press. 

On the motion of Mr. Pasfield, seconded by Mr. 
E, R. Callender, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Parliamentary and Public Relations 
Committee was held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, 
on Wednesday, July 19th, 1961, at 12 noon. 

Present: Dr. W. R. Wooldridge (Chairman), Messrs 
A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), E. R. Callender, T. ¢ 
Denholm (Honorary Secretary), J. B. Edwards, O. Graham- 
Jones, Col. D. A. Green, Messrs. P. K. Hall-Patch, H. 
Hebeler (Honorary Treasurer), G. N. Henderson, S. | 
Hignett (Vice-President), S. Jennings (President), J. R 
Johnston, J. Pasfield, Mrs. G. M. Stuckey, Mr. A. Thom- 
son, Miss O. Uvarov. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. Forster 
Professor D. L. Hughes, Mrs. K. G. R. Kelly, and Mr 
Roger Massey. 

Minutes 

The minutes of the last meeting (held on April 6th. 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record 


Matters Arising 

(a) Divisional Public Relations Officers. 

(i) Memorandun:. This was taken in conjunction with 
the following item. 

(ii) South East Midlands Division. A letter from the 
Public Relations Officer of the South East Midlands Divi- 
sion deprecated the delay in issuing a clear-cut directive 
on public relations from B.V.A. Headquarters, and made 
certain practical suggestions for making more widely 
known at local level the work of the veterinary profession 
A full discussion ensued and it was agreed that a memo- 
randum on broad lines dealing with public relations to the 
profession should be prepared by the Chairman in con- 
sultation with whom he wished and circulated to the 
Committee. 
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(b) Duke of Norfolk's Committee of Enquiry into the 
Doping of Race-horses. 

The Committee duly took note of the publication in 
May, 1961, of the official report of this Committee. 

The Committee recorded its sincere appreciation of the 
ery important part the Chairman played in the prepara 
tion of the report and congratulated him on the way in 
hich he enhanced the prestige of the profession in so 
doing. 

In thanking the Committee the Chairman said that the 
Duke of Norfolk’s Committee owed a debt to the 
\ssociation. 

Arising From Earlier Minutes 

Rating of Scientific Institutions. The Committee’s atten- 
tion was drawn to the fact that a further debate on this 
matter took place in the House of Lords on May 3lst, 
on the second reading of the Rating and Valuation Bill 
It was understood that the Parliamentary and Scientific 
Committee in the House of Commons hoped to send a 
deputation to discuss this matter with Lord Hailsham 
when the Bill was on the Statute Book the following 
autumn. It was agreed that the only action the Associa- 
tion could take would be to hold a watching brief on the 
situation. 

Publicity 

The General Secretary reported on the following items 

f(a) Message to Australian Veterinary Association 
The President had made a recording which was 
to be broadcast in Australia in connexion with 
the A.V.A. Annual Meeting. 

(b) Coneress Publicity: Progress had been satisfac 
tory in making arrangements for television and 
broadcast publicity for the Congress in Oxford 

(c) Divisions B.V.A.: Help had been given to Divi- 
sions participating in the Duke of Edinburgh's 
Commonwealth Careers Week. The General 
Secretary had visited one Division in the last 
quarter and read a paper. 

(d) Press Release: A press release from the B.V.A 
on the alleged new virus disease in dogs had been 
issued to the national and provincial press. 

(e) Telephones: Successful representations had been 
made to the Post Office on behalf of members 
threatened with shared telephone lines. 

(f) Parking Meters: The Ministry of Transport had 
advised the Association of the recommendation 
of the Traffic Advisory Committee that every 
effort should be made to place parking meter 
bays so that they are not situated outside 
veterinary surgeries. 


Parliamentary Bills 
(i) Highways (Liability for Animals) Bill 
(ii) Road Traffic Bill. 

The Association had sought the views of its Parlia- 
mentary Agents on these two Bills, and their comments 
were available to the meeting. The Chairman said the 
chief concern of the profession with these Bills was in con- 
nexion with the definition of the word “ Animal” in each 
Case, 

It was reported that the progress of these Bills was slow 
and that the Road Traflic Bill was unlikely to reach the 
Statute Book in the present session of Parliament. 

A request was made that some information on Bills to 
be discussed by the Committee should be made available 
to members in advance. 


Xlith World’s Poultry Congress: Sydney, New South Wales, 
August, 1962 

The Chairman reported on a meeting of interested 
Organisations which he had attended at Agriculture House 
on June 22nd, 1961. At the meeting it was decided to 
establish a U.K. National Committee to deal with U.K. 
participation in the 1962 World’s Poultry Congress in 
Australia. The Secretary of the Committee had asked the 
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B.V.A. to let them have the names and addresses of mem- 
bers intending to participate in the Congress. It was 
agreed that liaison should be sought with other organisa 
tions who hoped to be represented to consider collabora 
tion in the matter of representation. 


Poultry Stock Improvement Plan 
Phe Chairman reported that he had attended a meeting 
organised by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food to discuss the future of the Progeny Testing 
Scheme. The Ministry intended to transfer the responsi 
bility for this work to the poultry industry itself. 


Other Business 
(1) Horse-race Betting Levy and Totalisator Boards 
Phe Committee’s attention was drawn to the recent 
announcement of the membership of these two Boards. 
which had been set up under the Betting Levy Act, 1961 


THE VETERINARY STATE MEDICINE 
COMMITTEE 

Mr, G. Atkinson moved the receptian of the report. 

Mr. A, Steele-Bodger referred to paragraph 3 under 
“Matters arising” and said he presumed that the 
“Swine: Fever Crystal Violet Vaccination Scheme” 
referred to the Ministry’s Swine Fever Registered 
Vaccinated Herd Scheme. Since it was going to be 
published, it would be well to designate it more fully 

Dr. K. C. Sellers, referring to the same sentence, 
suggested that it might be re-drafted to avoid any un- 
fortunate interpretation. 

Mr. G. N. Henderson referred to “Poultry Re- 
fresher Courses.” The British Veterinary Poultry 
Association had received a request from ihe students 
of the Royal Veterinary College for assistance in pro- 
viding facilities for a course on poultry diseases dur- 
ing the summer vacation. It seemed to him quite 
extraordinary that while the B.V.A_ were trying to 
organise refresher courses for practitioners, students 
at the educational establishn ‘s considered it neces- 
sary to approach an outside body for assistance in 
organising Courses on poultry diseases. Perhaps those 
present who were representing teaching interests 
might wish to give the matter serious thought. 

Dr. F. Alexander, referring to the same paragraph, 
aSked what was meant by “both theoretical and prac- 
tical post-mortem work,” 

Mr, Atkinson said that it meant exactly what it 
said. People taking courses were given instruc- 
tion in post-mortem work in lecture form and then 
went into the post-mortem toom and carried out 
post-mortem examinations themselves. He presumed 
that the lecture on how to do a poef-mortem examina- 
tion was “theoretical instruction.” 

Dr, Alexander said he thought it ought to be ex- 
panded a little, otherwise people would interpret it 
in the same way as he had. He suggested “ theore- 
tical instruction and in the conduct of post mortems.” 

Mr. Atkinson said that he was not prepared to 
accept that, and that the wording was perfectly clear. 

Mr. D. W. S. Pettett asked for information on the 
broad principles of the brucellosis scheme and the 
fees. 

Mr. Atkinson replied that, with regard to fees, the 
delegation had visited the Ministry and, after a long 
discussion, it was decided that two practising mem- 
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bers of the delegation should carry out a time and 
motion study om calves at Weybridge in the presence 
of Ministry representatives: the new vaccine was 
used and marking of the calves carried out. The 
main sub-committee was consulted and the delega- 
tion visited the Ministry a second time. The main 
sub-committee was again consulted but it considered 
that the fees now being offered were unsatisfactory 
and uneconomic and it was decided to consult the 
Council of the Society of Practising Veterinary Sur- 
geons. After receiving that Society’s recommenda- 
tions the main sub-committee had met immediately 
before the present Council meeting that morning. It 
had accepted the S.P.V.S’s recommendations and it 
had been decided that the Ministry should be in- 
formed by letter of its views. The final agreement 
regarding fees was therefore not yet available. 

Mr. A, M. Taylor said he was under the impres- 
sion that calves were to be vaccinated during the 
fifth, sixth and seventh month. 

Mr. Atkinson said that they were informed by the 
Ministry that it was the sixth, seventh and eighth 
month. 

Mr. A. D. Osborne, referring to the Refresher 
Courses, said that considerable help had been given 
by the Central Veterinary Laboratory and asked if 
they should not also be included in the record of 
appreciation under Poultry Refresher Courses. 

Mr. A. J. Wright referring to the mention made 
of students, said that it would be wrong for the 
Council to pass over that information. In view of 
the fact that the Students’ Association had applied 
for cadet branches of the Association, it would be 
wise and proper for a letter to go from the Associa- 
tion pointing out to them the danger and folly of 
their ways in negotiating with outside bodies, without 
first notifying the parent body and asking for their 
advice. It was a firm principle and practice of the 
B.V.A. that negotiations with outside bodies should 
be made through the Association. The information 
was important and the Association should show the 
students the proper course to take. 

Mr. J. A. Pasfield referred to “Brucellosis.” He 
was not pleased with the expression “ publicity 
would be handled by the Ministry.” Practising vet- 
erinary surgeons sometimes found publicity aimed 
at them rather irksome, and neither the wording nor 
the- timing was always satisfactory. Could the 
Association have a chance to see a copy of such 
publicity before it appeared in the agricultural press? 

The President said that that was asking rather a 
lot. 

Mr. Pasfield said that there was no harm in trying. 

The President said there were a great number of 
ways in which the publicity would be implemented; 
he did not think the Association could ask for a 
copy. There would be leaflets and films and press 
announcements. 

Mr. Pasfield said that the publicity would certainly 
be on broad lines; there would be a line for the 
newspapers, one for television, one for the wireless, 
one for pamphlets, etc., and 6 lines would cover the 
whole thing. He did not think it would be so diffi- 
cult as the President appeared to think. 
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Mr. J. B. White said that he understood that 
publicity was going to be put over as strongly as the 
Ministry could possibly: do it, embracing all the 
methods now available to publicise such a scheme 
rhere should be no interference. 

Lt. Col. G. N. Bushman said that he thought the 
Society of Practising Veterinary Surgeons would 
object to the expression “barely economic” and 
the Society was prepared to prove the point. He 
urged that some other expression than “ barely 
economic” should be included. 

Mr. D. S. S. Nicholson referred to the turnout fee 
for the brucellosis injection and asked if it included 
mileage or was plus mileage. 

Mr. Atkinson said that it did not include mileage. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler said that it would be valuable 
to make quite clear the meaning of “ special visit ” 
in that context. “Special visit” meant a visit by 
the Local Veterinary Inspector to vaccinate calves 
when he was not going to the premises to carry out 
other duties as a Local Veterinary Inspector. That 
point had been made quite clear by the Ministry 
at the meeting and should not be misunderstood. 

Mr. A. J. Wright asked if it was necessary for him 
to make a proposition about student association. 
He felt very strongly on the point. It was a prin- 
ciple to which they always had and always would 
adhere in the Association in dealing with outside 
bodies. 

The President said that it was not as if the Poultry 
Association had approached the students: it was the 
other way round. Outside bodies could not be 
prevented from approaching Divisions. It would be 
in the nature of a reprimand. 

Mr. Wright said that he was not asking for any 
reprimand. He was asking for help and guidance 
to a new Division or a cadet branch. It was the 
Association’s duty to send a nicely worded letter 
pointing out the error of their ways and the pro- 
cedure that should be followed. 

Dr. W. I. M. McIntyre asked if it was a cadet 
branch that had asked, or the internal organisation 
of the London students? 

Mr. Wright said that, according to the informa- 
tion, they were all cadet branches. 

Mr. S. L. Hignett said he thought Mr. Henderson 
had raised the matter so that the information could 
be passed back to the Veterinary Schools to indicate 
a possible deficiency in the course of instruction. 

Mr. G. N. Henderson replied that that was correct. 
He was not so concerned about who the students 
applied to but was more concerned that they had 
found it necessary to apply to anybody outside their 
own schools. Surely the proper channel was through 
their own teaching staff and not an outside body, 
whether the B.V.A. or the B.V.P.A. 

The President asked if it was agreed that a letter 
should be written to the students pointing out that 
it would have been best to write, in the first place, 
to the parent body, and secondly, pointing out that 
they would be well advised to apply to their own 
schools for that instruction rather than to an outside 
body. 

Dr. E. C. Appleby said that he would not like the 
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meeting to think that no such instruction was sup- 
plied by the Royal Veterinary College. Such instruc- 
tion was provided; whether or not it was taken full 
advantage of by the students, he left to the imagina- 
tion of those present. 

Mr. L. G. Anderson asked whether any action 
could be taken on it. Mr. Henderson had given the 
information in the hope that it would filter through 
to the appropriate people but the Council knew 
nothing about it officially and could therefore do 
nothing about it. 

Mr. Atkinson moved the adoption of the report 
subject to certain amendments: it had been sug- 
gested and accepted that the Central Veterinary 
Laboratory be included in the acknowledgments of 
assistance. Under the heading “ Swine Fever” and 
the wording referred to with regard to supervision, 
recording and control generally, they did not know 
very much about that yet and it would probably be 
the subiect of discussion with that body. The word- 
ing was deliberately left rather loose in order to 
inform the members that the scheme was to be 
revised. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler suggested, in that context, that 
it would be better to leave that sentence as “it 
was also proposed to revise the Swine Fever Regis- 
tered Vaccinated Herds scheme.” (Agreed.) 

Mr. G. Tullis seconded the adoption of the report. 
The report was adopted, subject to amendment. 


A meeting of the Veterinary State Medicine Committee 
was held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Wednes- 
day, July 19th, 1961, at 2.15 p.m. 

Present: Messrs. George Atkinson (in the Chair), I. S. 
Beattic, A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), E. R. Callender, 
A. S. Chapman, P. E. Curtis, T. C. Denholm (Honorary 
Secretary), J. B. Edwards, E. F. Hardwick, H. F. Hebeler 
(Honorary Treasurer), S.- L. Hignett (Vice-President), S. 
Jennings (President), R. E. McGrath, D. S. S. Nicholson, 
A. D. Osborne, K. O'Sullivan, A. Sutherland, W. Tweed, 
E. Wilkinson. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. H. E 
Bywater and Mr. P. J. Mitchell. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on April Sth, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Poultry Refresher Courses. The Chairman reported 
that two consecutive refresher courses were held during 
May—one at Wolverhampton and the other at Weybridge. 
The lecture courses had covered husbandry, prevention 
and control of disease, genetics, diagnostic procedure and 
both theoretical and practical post-mortem work; visits 
had been arranged to research centres and field establish- 
ments. The courses had proved very successful and would, 
it was hoped, be the forerunners of other courses later. 
The Chairman placed on record the appreciation of the 
B.V.A. to the Ministry of Agriculture’s Central Veterinary 
Laboratory and Veterinary Investigation Service, and to 
the commercial firms whose interest and practical help 
had contributed so much to the success of the enterprise. 


(b) Swine Fever and Brucellosis. It was reported that 
the sub-committee appointed at the last meeting of the 
Veterinary State Medicine Committee had met on two 
occasions and that the delegation appointed to meet repre- 
sentatives of the Ministry had done so twice. The second 
Meeting in each case had been to discuss the fees to be 
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paid to Local Veterinary Inspectors for the vaccination 
of calves. 

With regard to Swine Fever, the Committee were 
informed that the Ministry were hoping to introduce a 
slaughter policy, with compensation, for the eradication 
of swine fever commencing early in the New Year. It 
was hoped that by preventing the importation of infected 
pig products and destroying affected pigs and their dan- 
gerous contacts in outbreaks in this country, swine fever 
would soon be eradicated. The slaughter policy would 
be subject to review in a few years. It was also proposed 
to revise the Swine Fever Crystal Violet Vaccination 
Scheme including methods of supervision, recording and 
control. The Sub-committee had noted the intentions of 
the Ministry. 

With regard to Brucellosis, the Committee were informed 
that the Ministry hoped to introduce in the autumn of this 
year a Calf Vaccination Scheme which would be free to 
farmers. Freeze-dried vaccine would be issued to Local 
Veterinary Inspectors for the vaccination of calves at the 
age of 6, 7 or 8 months. Vaccinated calves would be 
identified by a tattooed mark, probably in the caudal fold, 
showing a monogram and the quarter of the year and the 
year of the decade in which the vaccination had been 
done. Publicity would be handled by the Ministry, and 
organisation and oflice work would be done at Divisional 
Ottice. The Sub-committee had approved the broad prin- 
ciples of the scheme, but the fees were still under 
discussion. 

A memorandum on proposed B.V.A. policy in relation 
to Brucellosis, drawn up by a _ sub-committee of the 
Technical Development Committee, was received by the 
Veterinary State Medicine Committee. Subject to one 
minor amendment, its adoption as the official policy of 
the B.V.A. was recommended, but in order to allow mem- 
bers of Council to study it in detail, it was further 
recommended that the memorandum be circulated to them 
with the papers for their November meeting. 


(c) Warble Fly Infection. It was reported that the 
sub-committee set up to deal with this matter had had a 
long discussion with representatives of the Leather Indus- 
try, with particular reference to the use of systematic 
insecticides and the enforcement of the Warble Fly Order 
and, while it was agreed that the eradication of the Warble 
Fly was highly desirable from an economic point of view, 
no recommendation for action was made, but it was decided 
to invite representatives of the National Farmers’ Union 
and the Meat Industry to join in further discussion of this 
subject. It was suggested in the course of discussion by 
the Veterinary State Medicine Committee that the Milk 
Marketing Board should also be included in any future 
deliberations on the subject. 


(d) Cold Abscesses in Gluteal Muscles. The General 
Secretary reported that the attention of the Association 
of British Pharmaceutical Industry had been drawn to 
the need for very clear instructions for use to accompany 
any substances for injection of piglets; and that that body 
had acknowledged his letter with a promise that the matter 
would be considered at their next meeting. 


Salmonellosis and Public Health 

The Committee received a resolution, as follows, from 
the Midland Counties Veterinary Association: 

THAT this joint meeting of the Midland Counties 
Veterinary Association and the Staffordshire and 
Derbyshire Veterinary Club feels that the question 
of the Public Health aspect of Salmonella infection 
among farm animals (with particular reference to the 
great variation of interest taken by Medical Authorities) 
might usefully be discussed by the appropriate Com- 
mittee of the B.V.A. with the view, if thought fit, of 
taking steps to raise the question with the Ministry 
of Health. 

In discussion, the point was made that medical and 
veterinary health authorities were well aware of the 
dangers of salmonella infections of animal origin and so 
far had not considered it practicable to promote legisla- 
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tion other than the powers to prevent the spread of infec- 
tion which were conferred on local authorities and their 
medical and veterinary officers by the Food and Drugs 
Act and the Milk and Dairies Regulations. 

After consideration it was agreed that the resolution 
from the Midland Counties Division should be referred 
to the Animal Health Division of the Ministry of Agricul- 
ture with a request for their comments. 


The President expressed sympathy to the Junior 
Vice-President, Mr. A. G. Beynon, who was having 
to leave the meeting because of a family bereavement. 


THE HOME APPOINTMENTS COMMITTEE 

Mr. G, Tullis moved the reception of the report. 

Mr. A, J. Wright asked for further clarification of 
the item “House of Commons Estimates Sub- 
Committee D.” He had not the faintest idea to 
what it referred and it was very difficult for anyone 
who was not “in the know” to deduce it from that 
paragraph. 

Mr. Tullis said that the House of Commons ap- 
pointed a Committee each year which looked into 
the estimates for work to be carried out by various 
Ministries for the next 12 months. It was composed 
of Members of Parliament and was a_ routine 
measure. This year the Committee on Estimates 
had elected to look at the estimates of the Ministry 
of Agriculture. When the Committee was formed, 
they wrote to various bodies which might be con- 
cerned in the estimates of expenditure and had asked 
the B.V.A. if they would be prepared to give infor- 
mation or comment on particular aspects of the 
estimates if required; obviously concerning brucel- 
losis, swine fever and tuberculin testing. The Asso- 
ciation had written to say that they would be very 
willing to send a delegation along at any time to 
give any information they could, and asked the Com- 
mittce to let the Association know when the delega- 
tion could attend. No reply had been received, and 
a reminder was sent to say that the Association was 
still willing to help. if required. The Committee on 
Estimates Report had been published the day before. 
It was not known whether that Committee still 
wanted to see the delegation but it was possible 
they might still have some criticism which would 
lead to information being required from the Associa- 
tion. It was proposed to write and say that it had 
been noted that the report had been produced with- 
out asking the Association for information and was 
it likely that the Committee would still want a 
B.V.A. delegation to meet them. 

On the motion of Mr. Tullis, seconded by Mr. 
H. E. Bywater, the report was adopted. 


A meeting of the Home Appointments Committee was 
held at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Wednesday. 
July 19th, 1961, at 4.0 p.m. 

Present: Mr. George Tullis (Chairman), Dr. F.C 
Appleby, Mr. A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), Dr. G. O 
Davies. Messrs. T. C. Denholm (Honorary Secretary), J 
Edwardson, F. A. Gordon, A. M. Graham, H. F. Hebeler 
(Honorary Treasurer), S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), S. 
Jennings (President), D. G. Llewellyn. K. O'Sullivan, 
D. W. S. Pettett, A. G. Singleton, A. Steele-Bodger, A 
Sutherland, A. M. Taylor. 

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. A. J. 
Beeson, Brigadier J. Clabby, Messrs. J. H. McGhee, J. A. 
Moss and W. T. Rowlands. 
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Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on April 6th, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record 


Matters Arising 

(a) Income Tax Allowances. The Secretary of the 
Society for Practising Veterinary Surgeons reported that 
this had been discussed by their Society and it had been 
agreed that the preparation of any list of claims would 
be unwise. The Secretary of the S.P.V.S. reported that 
the Society were prepared to help their own members 
with advice on this point. 


(b) House of Commons Estimates Sub-committee D. it 
was reported that the B.V.A. delegation formed to assist 
this House of Commons Sub-committee if need be had not 
so far been called upon for advice or information. It 
was reported that the findings of this House of Commons 
Sub-committee had been published the day before. It 
was agreed that the B.V.A. should obtain a copy of the 
report. It was also agreed to write to the Clerk of the 
Committee asking if they still proposed to consult the 
B.V.A. as suggested in their original letter. 


(c) Part-time Employment of a Veterinary Surgeon by 
a Municipal Authority. Conversation and correspondence 
on this matter which had taken place since the last meet- 
ing were reported. The members of the Committee learned 
with satisfaction that the Association had been able to play 
a useful intermediary role in the matter. It was left to the 
representative of the Committee who had had discussions 
with the Medical Officer of Health to inform the Com 
mittee of any further developments. 


(d) Owner's Permission for Operation on, or Destruc- 
tion of, an Animal. Specimen forms of consent were 
examined by the Committee. None was found entirely 
satisfactory and after discussion it was agreed that draft 
forms be prepared by the Chairman and be placed before 
the next meeting of the Committee. 


(a) Fees for Inspection of Cattle Markets. The Chair- 
man reported that he had looked into the complaint of a 
member with regard to low fees paid for inspection of 
cattle markets. As a result it had been found possible to 
have the fees increased. The Committee expressed satis- 
faction at the outcome. 


Fees for Part-time Lecturing 

The Committee had been asked to consider the matter 
of fees for part-time lecturing paid to a member in the 
provinces. A fee of one and a half guineas per hour 
had been paid, which, he stated, was on a scale recom- 
mended by the B.V.A. No trace of any such recommenda- 
tion had been found, enquiries showed that fees varied 
considerably in different parts of the country. The B.M.A 
had an agreement with local authorities whereby a fee of 
two guineas an hour was paid, but proposed to seek a 
revision of fees for part-time work in the immediate future 

It was decided to write to the member asking for more 
details of his actual agreement with the college in ques- 
tion before pursuing the matter further. 


Municipal Authority 

A second municipal authority had sought the Associa- 
tion’s advice on the scales of fees for part-time work 
connected with meat inspection and a variety of other 
duties. 

It was agreed that the Clerk should be supplied with 
the B.V.A. scale of fees for part-time meat inspection 
and at the same time be asked to give further details of 
the other duties. 


Other Business 
Fees for examination of Animals for Insurance Purposes 
Several members had written complaining of the inadequacy 
of fees paid by some companies. The Committee decided 
the time was ripe-to re-assess these fees and that the 
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matter should be placed on the Agenda for the next 
meeting. In the meantime it was suggested that the 
Equine Sub-committee should be consulted as it was 
understood they were looking into this matter. 


THE SMALL ANIMALS COMMITTEE 

Mr. D. F. Oliver moved the reception of the report. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler suggested that, in the last para- 
graph on “Protection of Animals Act, 1911,” the 
wording should be amended to read “* the views of the 
National Veterinary Benevolent Fund and Mutual 
Defence Society.” 

Referring to the P.D.S.A., items (c) and (d), he 
asked if the Chairman would agree that a brief list 
of examples of what were considered to be minor 
and major operations should be included in the 
revised scale sent to the P.D.S.A. He suggested 
that the list should be taken from a previously 
agreed document which was known to the Chair- 
man, to his Committee, and to the Council. 

Me. Oliver accepted that and said that the report 
had been prepared rather hastily to get it into the 
minutes. The Committee was prepared to enlarge 
on that when it went to the P.D.S.A. 

Mr. G. N. Henderson said that he had been 
particularly instructed to place on record the appre- 
ciation of the B.S.A.V.A. and its enormous debt of 
gratitude to Mr. Hebeler for the great amount of 
work he had done behind the scenes in ensuring a 
much happier relationship between the profession 
and the welfare societies and, in particular, the 
P.D.S.A. The work Mr. Hebeler had done, which 
had been done quietly and modestly, was an example 
to all members of the profession of the way in 
which they could serve the profession with devotion 
and great honour. 

Mr. T. C. Denholm said he was not happy about 
the wording of the first paragraph under “ Other 
Business.” It was a fact that people who bought 
puppies from that particular firm were given a form, 
but his reading of the paragraph in the minutes 
indicated that the purchaser of the puppies instructed 
the veterinary surgeon as to what treatment he 
should give. Unless the form had been changed in 
the last 7 days, that was not the intention of the 
form at all. The form supplied was given to the 
veterinary surgeon by the purchaser of the puppies 
and the veterinary surgeon then filled in on the 
form what he considered to be the condition which 
the animal was suffering from and what treatment 
he intended to give. Perhaps the Chairman would 
agree that that paragraph indicated a different state 
of affairs. The paragraph read “on which the 
purchaser of their pups could fill in instructions to 
a veterinary surgeon.” 

Mr. W. H. Carr said that the form was handed to 
the purchaser when they bought the animal and 
was brought to the veterinary surgeon who filled in 
the details of any treatment that he intended to give. 
The form merely stated how much the firm would 
pay for treatment. It was felt that the thing to do 
Was to tell the actual owner that he was responsible 
for the bill and for him to get back from the firm 
what they were prepared to pay. But the form was 
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for the veterinary surgeon to fill in and not the 
purchaser. 

Mr. Oliver said that the paragraph would have to 
be redrafted. 

The President suggested that Council agree to that 
and that Mr. Carr, Mr. Oliver and Mr. Denholm 
should redraft it. 

Mr. A. J. Wright suggested “by certain kennels 
who supply to the owner a form on which the vet- 
erinary surgeon gives details of any treatment 
prescribed for the puppy.” 

Mr. Oliver disagreed and the President suggested 
that it should be accepted in principle, being left 
to the 3 gentlemen to form the minute. 

On the motion of Mr. Oliver, seconded by Mr. 
E. Wilkinson, the report was adopted, subject to 
amendment. 


A meeting of the Small Animals Committee was held 
at 7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Thursday, July 
20th, 1961, at 10.30 a.m. 

Present: Mr. D. F. Oliver (Chairman), Dr. F. Alexander, 
Messrs. A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), G. F. Brown, Col. 
G. N. Bushman, Messrs. H. E. Bywater, W. H. Carr, T. C. 
Denholm (Honorary Secretary), K. G. D. Evans, Miss 
M. J. Freak, Messrs. I. G. Hall, H. F. Hebeler (Honorary 
Treasurer), S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), S. F. J. Hodg- 
man, S. Jennings (President), G. M. G. Oliver, E. M. Pitt- 
away, A. Thomson, C. E. Woodrow. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. A. J. 
Adams, R. S. F. Campbell, Miss M. Dalby, Messrs. Bruce, 
V. Jones and G. V. Laugier. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on April 5th, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Animal Nursing Auxiliaries. The Committee were 
pleased to learn that their Chairman, Mr. D. F. Oliver, 
had been appointed a member of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Sub-committee on Animal Nursing 
Auxiliaries. He was congratulated on this, and on his 
good offices towards settling the matter of the title of 
Animal Nursing Auxiliaries. On this point the Chairman 
explained that counsel’s opinion was taken as to the 
insertion of the word “Registered” before this title (to 
which he ascertained the Small Animals Committee would 
have no objection). It was hoped that a press announce- 
ment launching the scheme would be issued in the autumn 
and the Chairman outlined some of the main provisions of 
the scheme for the general information of the Committee. 


(b) Protection of Animals Act, 1911: Euthanasia. A 
letter before the meeting expressed the opinion of the 
Association’s solicitors on the legal position of a veterinary 
surgeon called upon to administer euthanasia when sum- 
moned by the police in road accidents involving animals. 
It was reported that counsel’s opinion was also being 
sought on this point, and the Committee endorsed the 
action of the officers in doing so. 

The Committee noted that the views of the National 
Veterinary Benevolent and Mutual Defence Society had 
also been sought on this subject, but were not yet avail- 
able. It was agreed that the matter should be deferred 
for discussion at the November meeting of the Com- 
mittee, by which time it was hoped fuller information 
would be available. 


(c) Emergency Treatment of Animals Injured in Road 
Accidents. The Chairman reported on a letter from the 
Essex Constabulary on this matter, in which it was ex- 
plained that the administration of euthanasia to animals 
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injured on the road was a task they always undertook with 
reluctance, but which frequently was unavoidable if the 
animals were to be spared prolonged suffering. It was 
agreed that no further action was called for in this matter. 


(d) Pet Animals Act, 1951. The General Secretary 
reported on a very encouraging response to the question- 
naire on this subject. It was hoped to have a detailed 
Statistical analysis available in the autumn. 


(e) R.S.P.C.A. 
(i) Harmsworth Memorial Clinic. The Chairman reported 
on developments since the last meeting, and it was agreed. 
THAT the matter of the R.S.P.C.A. Harmsworth 
Memorial Clinic be left to proceed through the normal 
channels of the B.V.A./R.S.P.C.A. agreement, and 
that the veterinary surgeons concerned be informed 
of the advice given to one of their number. 


Arising from Earlier Minutes 

(ii) Hemel Hempstead. The Chairman reported that 
arrangements were being made for holding an additional 
weekly session at this clinic, starting from July 14th. 

(iii) Windsor Branch. The Chairman reported on com- 
plaints that the branch were not honouring vouchers pre- 
sented to them. It was understood, however, that the 
matter had now been regularised through R.S.P.C.A. Head- 
quarters and it was agreed that no further action need be 
taken. 


(f) Hip Dysplasia and Other Hereditary Defects. It 
was reported that a meeting of the sub-committee con- 
sidering this matter had been held, and that one of its 
members had prepared an article which was being con- 
sidered by members of the sub-committee. 


The P.D.S.A. 

Mobile Caravan: Kent Area. It was reported that a 
meeting had taken place between representatives of the 
British Veterinary Association, its South Eastern Division, 
and the British Small Animals Veterinary Association, with 
the object of clarifying the details of the establishment 
of this scheme in that area. 

General. The Committee learned with satisfaction that 
the Pilot Scheme in the Coventry area was working very 
satisfactorily, and placed on record their warm apprecia- 
tion of the good offices of Mr. Hebeler in improving so 
effectively relations with the P.D.S.A. 

After discussion it was proposed that the fees under the 
caravan scheme should be revised as follows: 


(a) Consultation in simple cases 5/- to 10/- per 
case. 
(b) Consultation in simple cases, 
but where, for special 
reasons, the veterinary sur- . 
geon visits the home of the 
patient are wes .. 7/6 to 12/6 per 
case plus 9d. per 
mile travelled. 
(c) Minor operations ... 1-24 guineas 
(d) Major operations 24-5 guineas 
(but pointing out that some operations may cost more 
than five guineas, and where such are necessary, the fee 
should be agreed between P.D.S.A. Headquarters and the 
Veterinary Surgeon concerned.) 


Other Business 

(a) “Veterinary Authorisation Certificate.” A member 
had sent in to B.V.A. Headquarters a “Veterinary 
Authorisation Certificate” in current use by a certain 
kennels on which the kennels indicated the amount they 
were prepared to reimburse the Veterinary Surgeon in 
respect of veterinary advice and treatment carried out. 
The member who raised this matter took some exception 
to the wording of the form and asked that the B.V.A. 
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should take up the matter with the breeders concerned. 

A member of the Committee, with some experience of 
this type of form, explained that accounts were submitted 
to the owner of the animal thus treated, who in turn 
could reclaim from the kennels the amount due. It was 
agreed that the complainant should be so advised. 


THE GENERAL PURPOSES AND FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 

The President moved the reception of the report. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler referred to “Matters Arising,” 
item (c) “Articles of Association,” and said he 
thought it would be agreed that the Committee 
decided that the final draft should be presented to 
the Council in November. The Committee would 
see the final draft but he understood that it waived 
the right to consider the matter in detail and then 
pass it on to Council at a considerably later date. 
He asked that the wording be changed in that 
manner. 

Mr. A. Steele-Bodger referred to the report of the 
Finance Sub-committee, ‘Matters Arising,” para- 
graph 2, and said that the wording was not quite 
correct. He understood that it amounted to a loss 
of £600 represented by rent; it was not the actual 
expenditure of an extra £1,100. 

The President agreed and said that the paragraph 
might be worded differently. 

Mr. Steele-Bodger referred to the main committee, 
* Report of the Finance Sub-committee ” paragraph 
3, and asked that * 31st December 1961 ” be changed 
to “31st December 1960.” 

Mr. F. V. John said that he found paragraph (a) 
under “Matters Arising” in the Sub-committee 
report ambiguous. Anyone reading it would take 
it that the Association of Retired Naval Officers 
made a payment of £359; in fact, it was a payment 
to them. 

The President, referring to the item, “Officers of 
the Association for the Year 1961/62,” said it 
would be-noticed that the nominee for the office of 
Junior Vice-President was Mr. J. B. White. It was 
a matter that was considered very carefully by the 
Officers, and it was felt that the Association the 
year after next would like to see a practising mem- 
ber of the profession as President: it would look 
for someone who was sound in debate and whose 
counsel was wise, and for someone who had already 
shown willingness to do a great deal of work for 
the Association. They found that man in Mr. J. B. 
White. The recommendation of the General Pur- 
poses Committee had been passed unanimously the 
day before for passing on to the Annual General 
Meeting. 

Mr. White had done a great deal of work for the 
Association. He was remembered for his work as 
Chairman of the Technical Developments Commit- 
tee; as chief organiser of the very successful Con- 
ference on Hypomagnesaemia last year. He was 
remembered at the same time for his work in the 
Royal College as its Honorary Treasurer. Most of 
all he was remembered as a man who could be 
depended on at all times to give sound advice. 

It was his honour and privilege to nominate Mr. 
J. B. White as Junior Vice-President, to be put for- 
ward at the Annual General Meeting in Oxford. 
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Mr. J. B. White thanked the Council very sincerely 
for recciving the recommendation so kindly. He 
greatly appreciated the honour conferred on him 
and also the kind remarks made by the President. 
It was difficult to believe they referred to himself. 
He assured Council that, if elected, he would do his 
best to fill the office as they would wish it and carry 
out his duties in the way that previous Presidents had. 

Mr. H. E. Bywater referred to the same item and 
suggested it be reworded to read “ Messrs. Fairbairn, 
Wingfield and Wykes were recommended for re-elec- 
tion as the Association’s auditors for the year 
1961/62.” 

Mr. A. Steele-Bodger said he could not see the 
point of the words in the item on ~ Disposal of 
Insurance Money.” “For the time being” seemed 
to imply that the Officers were there for the time 
being. 

Mr. H. F. Hebeler said that the point of “time 
being” was that the financial situation might be 
such that the money might not be withdrawn until 
there was possibly another President, possibly 
another Honorary Treasurer and possibly another 
General Secretary. It therefore gave complete free- 
dom of action to the Association with regard to the 
time of withdrawal of the money. It might be that, 
next week, it would be found better to keep the 
money invested in the Post Office Savings Bank 
rather than invest it elsewhere. 

Miss O. Uvarov said that she thought that. at the 
end of the meeting, it was decided what should be 
done with that money. There had been several 
somewhat light-hearted suggestions but the one she 
had thought was finally accepted, which was sec- 
onded by Dr. Sellers, was that a handsome bookcase 
should be bought to house the books which had been 
donated to the Association. 

Dr. K. C. Sellers said he thought it was for a cal- 
culating machine. 

The President thought that the final suggestion had 
come from Miss Uvarov in the President's flat 
after the meeting. (Laughter.) 

Miss Uvaroy said that the President under- 
estimated her; this was not a final suggestion. 
(Laughter.) She thought it had been agreed that a 
bookcase should be bought so that adequate care 
could be provided for the books. 

The President said that he had better explain that 
Miss Freak and Miss Uvarov had suggested that 
the money be used for a ladies’ room in the new 
flat which the Association of Retired Naval Officers 
had vacated. 

Dr. McIntyre referred to the paragraph on 
“National Sheep Breeders’ Association ” which said 
that the Memorandum would have gone to the 
Technical Development Committee if it had not 
been for the time factor. Now. a sub-committee was 
set up and he wondered whether there was any con- 
tinuing reason why the report should not go to the 
Technical Development Committee. 

The President said that the matter was a question 
of policy rather than a technical problem. The 
Memorandum being dealt with concerned not merely 
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sheep diseases but government policy with regard 
to sheep as a whole. 

Dr. Mcintyre suggested altering the words 
“ proposed research programme on sheep diseases.” 

Mr. J. B. White suggested the substitution of 
“ husbandry ” for “ diseases.” 

Dr. McIntyre said that would be all right but 
should not the sentence be withdrawn which read 
* This Memorandum would normally have been 
submitted to the Technical Development Commit- 
tee” had it not been for time. 

The President agreed. First thoughts had been 
that when the Memorandum arrived it should go 
to the Technical Development Committee but it had 
been appreciated afterwards that it was not entirely 
a matter for that Committee. 

Dr. K. C. Sellers said that it would nevertheless be 
useful to have the views of that Committee on the 
report. 

The President said it did not prevent that com- 
mittee from seeing the Memorandum and giving its 
views. For the purposes of the minute, it would 
be better to cross the sentence out. 

He suggested the insertion of the words “ after 
consultation with the Chairman of the Technical 
Development Committee ” after “the President,” in 
the paragraph under discussion. 

Mr. P. E. Curtis referred to “Other Business” item 
(b). There had been considerable feeling at the 
meeting about certain rumours concerning the 
admission of Licensees to the Supplementary 
Register. It was suggested at the meeting that early 
developments might take place, and it was felt that, 
to avoid any unnecessary criticism, the R.C.V.S. 
should be asked to clarify the situation. 

The President asked if the Council was satisfied 
with the minute and the action suggested. 

Mr. Curtis asked if Mr. Anderson could say a few 
words on this subject. 

The President thought it would be better for it 
to go through the usual channels as suggested in 
the minute. 

Mr. L. G. Anderson thought it would be better if 
it was not discussed fully in open Council. He could 
say that the Royal College had appointed a Com- 
mittee to consider the whole question of veterinary 
legislation and the various Acts controlling it, includ- 
ing the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1948, and one of 
the sections of that Act. which no one liked and 
no one ever had liked, was that which allowed for 
the appointment of Licensees. 

The President moved the adoption of the report. 
This was seconded by Mr. A. Steele-Bodger and 
carried, subject to amendment. 


A meeting of the General Purposes and Finance Com 
mittee was held at 7, Mansfield Street. London, W.1. on 
Thursday, July 20th. 1961, at 2.15 p.m. 

Present: Messrs S. Jennings (President, in the Chair) 
K. P. Anderson. G. Atkinson. A. G. Beynon (Vice-Presi- 
dent). Miss W. M. Brancker, Mr. E. R. Callender. Dr. E 
Cotchin, Mr. T. C. Denholm (Honorary Secretary). Miss M. 
J. Freak, Messrs. E. F. Hardwick, H. F. Hebeler (Honorary 
Treasurer), S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), J. M. Ingram, 
F. V. John. D. F. Oliver, Dr. K. C. Sellers, Messrs. A 
Steele-Bodger, A. Thomson, G. Tullis, W. Tweed, Miss O 
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Uvarov, Messrs. J. B. White, E. Wilkinson, Dr. W. R. 
Wooldridge, Mr. A. J. Wright. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. J. W. 
Bruford, A. M. Graham, S. F. J. Hodgman, Wm. C. 
Miller, Dr. R. F. Montgomerie, Mr. J. A. Moss, Dr. 
P. D. S. Pugh and Professor A. Robertson. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on April 6th, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Laboratory and Ancillary Services. It was reported 
that copies of the report on this matter had been sent 
to the organisations designated in the report, the majority 
of which had requested additional copies and had the 
matter under review. A letter from the Animal Health 
Division of the Department of Agriculture for Scotland 
was noted. 

After discussion, the Committee agreed to recommend 
that a small sub-committee be set up to investigate the 
means of implementing the recommendations contained in 
the report in relation to small animals. The members of 
the sub- committee (subject to their consent to serve) 
would be 

Professor D. L. Hughes, Dr. E. Cotchin, Messrs. E. M. 
Pittaway, W. B. Singleton, R. S. T. Bowden. 

The Committee received the following resolution from 
the Central Veterinary Society :— 

Laboratory Auxiliary Services: The Council of the 
Central Veterinary Society welcomes the suggestions 
of Professor Hughes’s sub-committee, especially con- 
cerning diagnostic services for small animal prac- 
titioners and would be glad to assist Headquarters in 
any way possible in exploring or discussing these 
proposals. 

The Committee recorded their appreciation of the offer 

of help contained in this resolution. 


(b)  Hospitalisation. The Chairman of the Small 
Animals Committee reported that it had been agreed that 
the approach to Veterinary Surgeons in the area already 
designated should be made in the autumn. 


(c) Articles of Association. The draft revised Articles 
of Association, incorporating the comments of the Board 
of Trade and of the Association’s solicitors, were before 
the meeting. The Honorary Treasurer spoke to this item. 

After considerable discussion he moved the reception 
of the draft Articles, subject to further consultations with 
the Association’s solicitors and the Board of Trade. The 
final draft would be presented to the Council at its Novem- 
ber meeting. This motion was accepted and the meeting 
expressed its appreciation to the Honorary Treasurer for 
all the work he had devoted to this matter. 

Some preliminary consideration was given to the By- 
laws, and the Honorary Treasurer undertook to submit 
them also to the November meeting of the Committee. 


(d) Constitution of Council. The General Secretary 
reported that replies were still awaited from some Divi- 
sions, but that as soon as comments had been received 
from all of them, an analysis would be made; this should, 
he hoped, be available for circulation before the next 
quarterly meetings. 


(e) Commercial Exhibition: Oxford Congress. The 
General Secretary reported that thirty-one stands had been 
taken up and that the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries 
and Food, the Universities Federation for Animal Welfare 
and the B.V.A. itself would be represented also. 

Under this general heading the President mentioned 
the arrangements for the 1962 Congress in Scarborough 
and proposed that the whole of the Grand Hotel should 
be booked in advance (a total of 250 rooms). The Com- 
mittee recommended that this should be done. 
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Report of the Finance Sub-committee 
The report of the Finance Sub-committee held on Tues- 
day, July 18th, 1961, was before the meeting. 


* 


A meeting of the Finance Sub-committee was held at 
7, Mansfield Street, London, W.1, on Tuesday, July 18th, 
1961, at 5.0 p.m. 

Present: Messrs. S. Jennings (President, in the Chair), 
A. G. Beynon (Vice-President), H. E. Bywater, Dr. E. 
Cotchin, Mr. T. C. Denholm (Honorary Secretary) Miss 
M. J. Freak, Messrs. H. F. Hebeler (Honorary Treasurer), 
S. L. Hignett (Vice-President), Dr. W. R. Wooldridge. 

By invitation: Mr. Wheeler (representing Messrs. Fair- 
bairn, Wingfield, and Wykes). 

There were no apologies for absence. 


Minutes 
The minutes of the last meeting (held on March 29th, 
1961) had been circulated beforehand and were taken as 
read and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 


Matters Arising 

(a) Accommodation: 7, Mansfield" Street. The Honorary 
Treasurer reported that the Association of Retired Naval 
Officers had vacated the second floor offices on payment 
of the statutory level of compensation which was £309. 
In addition, £50 was paid for fixtures and fittings. 

It was agreed after discussion that the B.V.A. would 
take over that floor for administrative staff. This action 
would result in an annual loss of £600 and this, together 
with other items of rising costs, may necessitate an increase 
in the annual subscription in the future. 


(b) Exotic Animals Handbook. The Honorary Trea- 
surer reported that one small section of the material for 
this handbook was still awaited, and that until it was com- 
plete it was impossible to arrive at satisfactory estimates 
of cost. He understood, however, from the Chairman of 
the Exotic Animals Handbook Sub-committee that the 
outstanding copy would be forthcoming shortly. 


(c) Society of Practising Veterinary Surgeons: Survey 
of Costs in Veterinary Practice. The Sub-committee 
learned with appreciation that the S.P.V.S. had now repaid 
the balance of the loan made to them in connexion with 
the production of this Survey. 


Investments 
The Honorary Treasurer reported the purchase of a 
rights issue of shares of the Mercantile Investment Trust 
at a cost of £103 10s. Od. 


Draft Accounts for the Year Ended December 31st, 1960 

The Sub-committee considered the draft accounts of the 
Association for the year ended December 3lst, 1960, i 
which matter they welcomed-the advice -of -Mr. Wheeler, 
representing Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes. lk 
was finally agreed to recommend the adoption of the 
accounts as presented. 


Budget Statements 
The Sub-committee considered these statements for the 
4 months ending June 30th: they noted an increase in the 
cost of printing of THE VETERINARY RECORD, but considered 
that the estimates showed a satisfactory position to date. 
M was agreed that the lease to the Rt. Hon. H. Watkin- 
son should be renewed for a further three years. 


Staff Superannuation Scheme 

A request from the Trustees of the Staff Benevolent 
Fund for a contribution of £400 for the current year was 
before the meeting. After careful consideration of all the 
factors involved it was recommended that this request be 
granted. 

It was agreed that the Trustees should be invited to 
provide a verbal report to the General Purposes and 
Finance Committee at each July meeting. 
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Other Business 
Telegraphic Address. It was recommended that for this 
Association the Telegraphic Address should be 
“BRIVETAS”, PHONE, LONDON, and for its Cable 
Address it should be “BRIVETAS”, LONDON 


* 


The Honorary Treasurer explained how the estimated 
figure for the cost of the accommodation on the second 
floor was reached. The General Purposes and Finance 
Committee endorsed the recommendation of the Finance 
Sub-committee that the Association should make full use 
of the accommodation now available. 

The adoption of the draft accounts for the year ended 
December 3lst, 1960, was recommended. 

The report of the Finance Sub-committee 
accepted. 


was then 


Officers’ Expenses 
The refund of Officers’ expenses incurred during the four 
months ended June 30th, 1961, and amounting to £411 15s. 
2d., was approved. 


Authority for the use of the Association’s Seal 
[The Committee recommended the signing and sealing 
of documents in connexion with the purchase of the fol- 
lowing stocks: 

Imperial Chemical Industries £77 0 O 
Mercantile Investment Trust Ltd. £103 10 O 
Approval for the use of the Association’s seal for this 

purpose was recommended by the Committee. 


Disposal of Insurance Money Refunded in Respect of loss 
of Presidential Chain in 1942 

It was reported that the sum of £95 reclaimed from the 
insurance company in 1942 in respect of the loss of the 
Presidential Chain had been placed in a Post Office 
Savings Account, and had now accumulated to a 
total of £149 7s. 3d. Only one of the two signatories 
empowered to withdraw the money was now available and 
instructions were sought as to its disposal. It was agreed 
that the sum should be withdrawn on the signature of the 
President, the Honorary Treasurer and the General Secre- 
tary for the time being, ‘and reinvested. 


Officers of the Association for the Year 1961/62 
The names of the following members were put forward 
for consideration as Officers of the Association for the 


year 1961/62: 
President: Mr. A. G. Beynon. 
Senior Vice-President: Mr. S. Jennings. 
Junior Vice-President: Mr. J. B. White. 
Honorary Secretary: Mr. T. C. Denholm. 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr. H. F. Hebeler 
General Secretary : Mr. J. A. Anderson 


Messrs. Fairbairn, Wingfield and Wykes were recom- 
mended for election as the Association’s auditors for the 
year 1961/62. 

The General Purposes and Finance Committee endorsed 
these proposals and recommended their acceptance by 
Council. 


Association of Veterinary Food Hygienists 
An application was considered from the Association of 
Veterinary Food Hygienists for affiliation as a Division 
of the British Veterinary Association under Article 25. 
Their draft Rules had been submitted for consideration. 
It was recommended to Council that this Association be 
accepted as an affiliated Division. 


Association of Veterinary Students 
An application for affiliation as a cadet branch of the 
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British Veterinary Association was received from the 
Association of Veterinary Students. It appeared from the 
records, however, that they were already affiliated as a 
Cadet Branch, and it was therefore recommended that a 
letter confirming this fact should be sent to their President. 


Honorary Membership of the Association 
The General Purposes and Finance Committee con- 
sidered a proposal that Dr. H. Frenkel of Amsterdam be 
elected an Honorary Member of the British Veterinary 
Association. It was decided to recommend io the Council 
that he should be so elected. 


Representation of the B.V.A. at Meetings of Other 
Associations 
The Committee noted that arrangements had been made 
for representation of the Association at meetings overseas 
as follows :— 

(a) Australian Veterinary Association Annual Meet- 
ing: Adelaide, May, 1961—Professor David 
McFarlane. 

(b) Canadian Veterinary Medical Association: 
September, 1961—Dr. R. F. Montgomerie. 

Invitations had also been received for representatives 

of the B.V.A. to attend the following functions, and the 
following arrangements were recommended: 

(c) American Veterinary Medical Association Annual 

‘ Meeting: Detroit, August, 1961—that Mr. I. M. 
Paton should represent the Association. 

(d) Norwegian Veterinary Association (Den Norske 
Veterinaerforening) Annual Meeting: Oslo, August 
30th, 1961, and 

(ec) the South African Veterinary Medical Association 
Annual Scientific Meeting: Durban, September 
25-28th, 1961-—-that the President and Officers 
should be empowered to appoint representatives. 


Banff, 


Epidemic Observation Unit 
A proposal from Professor R. Lovell (Royal Veterinary 
College) in favour of setting up a Veterinary Epidemic 
Observation Unit was considered by the Committee. It 
was recommended after discussion: 

(i) That the Technical! Development Committee be 
asked to consider this suggestion, and that Pro- 
fessor Lovell be invited to attend the meeting at 
which it was discussed; 

(ii) that the observations of the Society of Practising 
Veterinary Surgeons should also be requested and 
placed before the Technical Development Com- 
mittee at the same meeting. 


National Sheep Breeders’ Association 

It was reported that the National Sheep Breeders’ Asso- 
ciation had sought the views of the British Veterinary 
Association on a Memorandum they had produced out- 
lining a proposed research programme on sheep husbandry. 
In view of the need for a reply before the N.S.B.A. met 
representatives of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Presi- 
dent, after consultation with the Chairman of the Tech- 
nical Development Committee, had asked Dr. R. F. Mont- 
gomerie to meet the N.S.B.A. spokesmen. A note from 
Dr. Montgomerie on his informal talks with them was read 
to the meeting, and he added from his own knowledge 
that Dr. P. D. S. Pugh had expressed interest in the matter 
and would be glad to help in its. furtherance. 

It was recommended after discussion that a sub-com- 
mittee comprising Dr. Montgomerie, Dr. K. C. Sellers, 
Mr. J. B. White, Mr. F. V. John, and Dr. P. D. S. Pugh 
should be set up to study this Memorandum and report 
back to the General and Finance Committee as soon as 
possible 


Time-table for Quarterly Meetings 
It was recalled that a set time-table for the quarterly 
meetings of Council and its Committees had been laid 
down a year previously and the Committee reviewed the 
matter to determine if any changes were desirable or 
necessary. It was agreed that no change was called for, 
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Gifts to the Association 
The Committee noted and placed on record their warm 
appreciation of the following gifts to the Association: 
(i) An electric hot-plate from Messrs. Thornber Bros 
(Halifax); and 
(ii) Books of historical 
Veterinary Association from Mr. L 
Sheffield. 


interest to the’ British 
Horne of 


Other Business 
(a) JItems of Extraordinary Expenditure. The Com 
mittee approved the following items of extraordinary 
expenditure: 


Se 

Roneo Ltd.—Filing Cabinet 15 12 8 

Pitney-Bowes Postal Franking Machine 1200 0 O 

Mr. I. Dennis: Erection of Partition 43 0 O 
Messrs. Eland Hore & Co.—being £309 statutory 
compensation and £50 in respect of fixtures 
and fittings payable upon the vacation of 
the premises occupied by the Association of 

Retired Naval Officers 3599 0 0 

£537 12 8 


(b) Admission of Licensees to the Supplementary Register 
of the R.C.V.S. The Committee received the following 
resolution from the Lancashire Veterinary Association: 

“The Lancashire Veterinary Association requests the 

Council of the B.V.A. to consider very carefully the 
question of the admission of Licensees to the Supple- 
mentary Register of the R.C.V.S. and to urge the 
Council of the R.C.V.S. to take no precipitate action 
in this matter.” 

As the resolution had reached the Association at a very 
short period before the present meeting, it was recom- 
mended that the matter be deferred till the next meeting, 
when it was hoped more background information would 
be available. In the meantime, the R.C.V.S. should be 
asked for any information they could supply on the 
subject. 

(c) World Federation for the Protection of Animals. 
A letter from the Secretary-General of this Federation was 
before the meeting, and carried an invitation to the B.V.A. 
to nominate a representative to attend meetings of the 
British Section of its Council. It was recommended that 
this matter be referred to the Officers to determine whether 
an observer should be appointed, and that they be em- 
powered to take such action as seemed appropriate 


Mr. H. F. Hebeler formally proposed that the 
Association’s Seal be placed on the documents 
referred to in the main report, the purchasé of the 
1.C.I. stock, and the Mercantile Investment Trust 
Ltd. stock. The motion was seconded by Mr. J. B. 
Wright and carried. 

Mr. A. M. Taylor said he was not happy about the 
ages of 6, 7 or 8 months referred to in the report 
of the Veterinary State Medicine Committee. In 
the official handout, it would state that vaccination 
had to take place between the I5Ist day and the 
240th day. 

He had taken the trouble to confirm this. It wes 
during the sixth, seventh and eighth month of life 
or when the calf was 5, 6 or 7 months old. 

Mr. J. B. White asked if the suggested age of vac- 
cination was now from 5 months and | day to 7 
months and 30 days as previously we understood 
that it was from the sixth month onwards and under 
9 months. 

Mr. Taylor said that it was difficult to get it across 
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and he thought that it would avoid confusion in th« 
minds of readers of THE VETERINARY RECORD i/ 
the words “ between the 150th and 240th day ” wer 
used. 

Mr. Pasfield said that it was nice to think that hi 
recommendation had already been carried out. 

Mr. Oliver asked if the Ministry would also indic 
cate how they could age them. 

The President said that that point had been 
covered. Mr. Taylor was right to draw attention 
io this matter and to do so at the end of all the 
Committee reports. 

Mr. Atkinson said his Committee would be happ\ 
to look into the matter and alter the minute if 
necessary. 

The President asked whether, in spite of the fact 
that the report had been passed, Council would 
accept the recommendation that the matter should 
be looked into and the wording corrected. (Agreed.) 

Mr. Denholm asked whether it was not under- 
stood that when a calf was 5 months and 1 day old. 
it was in its sixth month. The same would apply 
in the 2 succeeding months. It did not matter 
whether one said sixth, seventh or eighth month of 
the calf’s life, or the fifth, sixth or seventh month 
of age: the 2 things were the same. 

The President said it was important to get it right 
and it would be corrected, but discussed first 


Annual Congress, 1961: Oxford 

Mr. A. C. Dixon said that the arrangements for 
the Oxford Congress were very well in hand and 
they had not run into any snags or difficulties. 
Applications were coming in very well and they 
would like to have them all in as soon as possible. 
There were already 187 applications; last year, at 
the same time, there were only about 50 to 60. It 
would help to get them all in as soon as possible 
because the social arrangements had all been com- 
pleted. but many of the things that could be under- 
taken were quite small parties, and it was necessary 
to know who and how many wanted to go on which 
expedition. 

The scientific papers were nearly all in. Arrange- 
ments were all complete for the commercial and 
scientific exhibition. 

The qanly other thing was the speaker for the 
banquet. To get the best speaker one had to aim 
high, and one could not always get a frank answer 
straight away from people in high places. That 
was not completely settled but would be settle 
very soon. 

The Royal Counties hoped to see all the Coun:il 
and as many members as could possibly go. 

The President said that most arrangements were 
going satisfactorily. There was always difficulty 
about speakers. The Prime Minister, as Chancellor 
of Oxford University, was approached in the first 
place, but had finally turned it down’ Mr. Soames. 
Minister of Agriculture, was asked but he also 
turned it down. They were making inquiries about 
another speaker. 


Nominations Committee 
The President said that it was a habit to elect a 
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Nominations Committee of the Officers plus the 
Chairmen of Standing Committees. 

It was agreed that the elections should be made 
1 the same way this year, 


Royal Society of Health 

Mr. T. C. Denholm said that the 68th Annual 
Congress of the Royal Society of Health was held 
at Blackpool at the end of April. The Association’s 
representatives at the Congress were the Senior 
Vice-President and the Honorary Secretary. 

As was always the case, the Royal Society of 
Health had organised the Congress exceedingly well 
and showed every consideration to the visitors who 
attended. A large number of papers was presented 
and a considerable number of members and delegates 
attended. 

Of pariicular interest to members of the veterin- 
ary profession was the meeting of the Veterinary 
Hygiene Section. That took place on the afternoon 
of Wednesday, April 26th. In the Chair was Mr. 
Ernest Callender, a Past-President of this Associa- 
tion, who was President of the Veterinary Hygiene 
Section. In his Presidential Address, Mr. Callender 
outlined some of the achievements of the veterinary 
profession in a most stimulating fashion. 

The first paper of the afternoon, “ Hormones and 
their Effect on Meat and Meat Production,” was given 
by the Association’s President, Mr. Sydney Jennings. 
Very few people could have dealt with that exceed- 
ingly difficult subject in the able manner in which the 
President dealt with it. He was at times witty and 
at times serious, in the introduction to his paper. 
He had the audience laughing one minute and 
scriously considering not a few dangers associated 
with hormones the next. He dealt in part with the 
theoretical implications and in part with the practical 
considerations. On one occasion he even tried a 
little shock tactics. He held the audience spell- 
bound from beginning to end. 

The second paper was given by Mr. R. V. Blamire. 
Deputy Chief Technical Adviser on Meat Inspection 
to the Ministry of Agriculture. Fisheries and Food. 
Mr. Blamire’s paper was entitled “ Changing 
Emphasis in Meat Inspection.” It was an excellent 
account of the history of meat inspection, and it 
was evident to everyone present that Mr. Blamire 
was ali expert in his subject and was speaking as 
One with considerable experience in this field. 

Lively and sustained discussions followed both 
the papers and the delegates from the Association 
were unanimous in reporting that Mr. Jennings and 
Mr. Blamire were a great credit to the profession 
and did great service for the profession when they 
spoke at the Annual Congress of the Royal Society 
of Health. 

During the course of the Congress, the Association 
of Veterinary Food Hygienists held a meeting which 
was attended by Mr. Jennings. Mr. Hignett and 
himself. They were struck by the numbers attending 
and by the enthusiasm and quality of the contribu- 
lions. That opinion had been expressed by the 
Senior Vice-President yesterday, but it was particu- 
larly relevant now in that the Association’s affiliation 
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had been accepted. Mr. Hignett said that it seemed 
the Association of Veterinary Hygienists had a very 
rosy future, and he himself agreed heartily. 

Mr. W. Tweed, speaking as a member of Council 
of the Royal Society of Health, which claimed to be 
the largest Society of its kind in the world with 
25,006 members and some 18 sections, expressed 
his deep personal thanks for the paper the President 
had given to the Society. 

He had been asked to convey congratulations to 
the President for one of the most interesting and 
up-to-date papers they had had at the Congress for 
many years. 

So long as they got the support of leading mem- 
bers of the veterinary profession in the Veterinary 
Hygiene Section of the Congress, they were keeping 
their name and purpose in life before the world; 
which was the contribution to health the veterinary 
profession made in the production and quality of 
food supplies. 

He would be failing in his duty if he did not 
express to the President and Mr. Blamire a deep 
sense Of gratitude for their papers and for the dis- 
cussion they had engendered at the Congress, also 
to Mr. Callender who was Chairman of the Section. 

Miss O, Uvaroy asked if it would be possible for 
the papers to be published in THE VETERINARY 
RecorDd. If they were published in other journals, 
the majority of the members of the profession might 
not sce them mentioned. 

The President said that most of the papers were 
published in the Society's own journal. He happened 
to know that his own paper would not be published. 

Mr. E. R. Callender said that Miss Uvarov’s 
suggestion was worthy of pursuit. He expressed 
appreciation that the President had given a paper 
at this important congress in the midst of his 
multitudinous duties. 

Mr. Tweed said that a discussion had taken place 
at the last Council meeting on the publication of 
these papers and it had been reported that the 
material flowing in for publication was so enormous 
that the papers for publication had to be submitted 
to vote. The President’s paper and Mr. Blamire’s 
paper were so submitted and unfortunately did not 
receive cnough votes. They only had 3 repre- 
sentatives on Council and other people were inter- 
ested in their own sections and had greater repre- 
sentation because of their greater membership. 

He had raised a protest at Council that papers 
presented at Congress were deserving of publication 
and the matter was referred back to the Publications 
Committee for further consideration but he hoped. 
if the President agreed, if they were not published 
in the Royal Society of Health’s journal, they would 
be published in THE VETERINARY RECORD. 

It was unintentional that they were not published, 
as the amount of material for publication had out- 
stripped the space available in their journal. 

Miss Uvarov said that if they were published, she 
would be satisfied. If they were not published, 
would it be possible to obtain permission to have 


(Concluded at foot of col. | overleaf 
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News and Comment 


PRESIDENT’S PRE-CONGRESS BROADCAST 

The President will share a television interview with 
Mr. J. Balfour Jones on A.T.V. Midlands farming 
programme (Channel 8) at 6.10 p.m. on Monday, 
August 28th. Their discussion will be a preview of 
the Oxford Congress. 


THE ASSOCIATION OF VETERINARY FOOD 
HYGIENISTS 

We are asked to draw the attention of readers who 
will be present at Congress to the meeting of this 
Association, which is to be held in Oxford on Tues- 
day, September Sth, at 2.30 p.m. Visitors will be 
most welcome at the meeting, in addition to members 
of the A.V.F.H. 


CENTENARY DINNER OF THE LANCASHIRE 
DIVISION 
The Lancashire Veterinary Association will be 
celebrating its centenary in 1962. A centenary dinner 
is to be held on Friday, April 6th, 1962, at the 
Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool. 


REFERENCES TO THE STATE VETERINARY 
JOURNAL 
From time to time authors of papers published 


both in THE VETERINARY RECORD and in Research 
in Veterinary Science quote among their lists of 
references the State Veterinary Journal. In view of 
the fact that this journal is for private circulation 
only, and is not available to the general body of 
scientific workers, it is suggested that authors should 
not, in future, make reference to it since their col- 
leagues cannot follow such references. 


PARKING DIFFICULTIES IN OXFORD 

Delegates to Congress are reminded that St. Giles’s 
Fair, one of the oldest and largest of English street 
fairs, is being held on the Monday and Tuesday of 
Congress week. This means that the whole of St. 
Giles’s Street and parts of adjacent streets will be 
closed to vehicular traffic from Sunday afternoon to 
Wednesday morning. During the fair adjacent car 
parks and parking streets are filled from mid-morn- 
ing. Those attending the Congress during this perio 
by car for the day should arrive as early as possible. 

For years there has been a demand that St. Giles’s 
Fair should be moved to some convenient open space 
where it would not interfere with traffic. But the 
ancient Feast is irremovable and it is held where 
it has been held for centuries—the wide open space 
outside the city walls and beyond where the city 








Quarterly Council Meeting of the B.V.A.—Concluded. 


them published with due acknowledgment in THE 
VETERINARY RECORD? 


The President announced that the Council would 
meet on Sunday, September 3rd, at 4.30 p.m. in 
Oxford. 


Other Business 

Mr. J. B. Johnston brought to the attention of the 
B.V.A. a matter which had been discussed the night 
before at the Council meeting of the Society of 
Practising Veterinary Surgeons; that was the possible 
impact upon the profession of entry into the 
Common Market if it took place. Some concern 
was expressed at the British Medical Association’s 
recent meeting at Sheffield as to the effect on that 
profession and it was felt that if Mr. Macmillan 
gave any indication on Monday that entry into the 
Common Market was a serious prospect, the B.V.A. 
and the R.C.V.S. should investigate the implications 
fully, inform the members, and take any action with 
other interested professional bodies who would be 
in the same position. 


The President said that Mr. Johnston had brought 
forward a very important matter. 
The meeting terminated at 12.45 p.m. 


Neo-natal Septicaemia in Calves.—Concluded. 


short chains were seen in smears from the colonies. 
On subculture on to the same medium colonial size 
increased and the organism became beta haemolytic. 
Stained smears revealed a slender Gram-positive rod. 
This type of growth was maintained on repeated sub- 
culture. The cultures containing the original isola- 
tions were left at room temperature for 48 hours and 
during this time alpha haemolysis turned to beta 
haemolysis. Further examinations identified the 
organism as L. monocytogenes. 

Vitamin A estimations were carried out on the 
livers of both animals. No vitamin A was demon- 
strable in the first case, while the second showed a 
level of only 8.3 international units per gramme. As 
both calves had received colostrum, higher levels 
would have been expected. but a connexion between 
the vitamin A _ status and the listeriosis is not 
suggested. 

Following these findings attention was paid to 
hygiene and management and calves born sub- 
sequent to the diagnosis received prophylactic injec- 
tions of penicillin. No further cases were reported. 

Acknowledgments.—_I wish to acknowledge the 
help of Mr. L. M. Markson and the Biochemistry 
Department of the Central Veterinary Laboratory 
at Weybridge for their advice and reports on speci- 
mens and NV... T. Mann for his aid with bacteriology. 

Reference 
Hystop, N. Sr. G.. & Osporne, A. D. (1959). Vert. Ree 
71. 1,082. 





ae an OS ef mee 28 Ome Ek, 


-_ 


As 


ch 
of 
of 
On 
of 
Id 


y|- 


els 
ot 

to 
ib- 


C- 


he 
ry 








THE VETERINARY RECORD August 26th, 1961 
ditch provided a convenient receptacle for domestic 
refuse. 

Strictly speaking it is not a fair at all, but a wake, 
Fairs, granted either by statute or charter, were a 
valuable source of income for the municipal author- 
ities, but the City derived no revenue from St. Giles’s 
Fair until less than a century ago—in 1866. 

To-day the tolls received from the showmen and 
stallholders are shared between St. John’s College 
and the City Treasury. 


COL. SIR ARTHUR OLVER, C.B., C.M.G. 

Col. Sir Arthur Olver was educated privately at 
Harleigh House and at the Godolphin Schools. After 
his graduation from Lonaon he spent 2 years in 
private practice, joining the Army Veterinary Service 
in 1899. He served through the South African War, 
was appointed a staff officer in January, 1903, and 
then worked at the Daspoort Laboratories under the 
late Sir Arnold Theiler. In 1906 he joined the 
Egyptian Army, becoming principal veterinary officer 
to that army and to the Sudan Civil Service. There- 
after, he was appointed to a high post in the War 
Oflice at home, and served throughout the First 
World War in the War Office, in France, and with 
the Remount Commission in North America. 

He returned to Egypt, and moved thence to India, 
where he spent 10 years in the Army Veterinary 
Service, becoming also animal husbandry expert to 
the Government. His last appointment of major 
importance was the principalship of the Royal (Dick) 
Veterinary School. 


PERSONAL 

Mrs. Eudora Ross Cockrill, M.R.C.v.S., has recently 
obtained the degree of Doctor of Veterinary Medicine 
of Pisa University. She is believed to be the first 
British veterinarian to obtain the degree, and is only 
the second woman to graduate from the Faculty of 
Veterinary Medicine. Allowing for recognition of 
her membership of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, her course of studies lasted for 2 years and 
all examinations, both written-and oral, were con- 
ducted in Italian. The title of her thesis was 
Controllo ed Eradicazione della Tuberculosi Bovina : 
Esame dei Metodi Usati Nelle Varie Nazioni. 

Mr. V. G. Cole, President of the Australian Veter- 
inary Association, is recording a special message 
to be relayed to members of the British Veterinary 
Association during the Congress at Oxford. 

Mr, W. E. Lancaster, ¢.B.E., has been appointed a 
Justice of the Peace for West Sussex. He serves on 
the Horsham Bench. 

Dr. R. F. Montgomerie has accepted an invitation 
to attend the 13th Annuai Convention of the 
Canadian Veterinary Medica] Association to be held 
at Banff, Alberta, from September 8th to 11th, 1961. 
He will carry the good wishes of the President of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and the 
President of the British Veterinary Association to 
our Canadian colleagues. 

On the programme of the Convention Dr. Mont- 
gomerie is due to speak on two subjects: 
“Clostridium welchii Enterotoxaemia in the Rumin- 
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ant” and “ The Advance of Veterinary Science in 
Great Britain.” His attendance at the Canadian Con- 
vention will mean that he must miss the B.V.A. 
Annual Congress at Oxford—the fourth occasion he 
has been absent from our Congress since he attended 
his first, in Aberdeen, in 1924. 


Marriage 

RICKETTS—JuURY.—On Tuesday, July 18th, 1961, 
at the Parish Church of St. Mary’s Honley, John 
Donald Ricketts, of Clanna Cottage, Swineshead, 
Bedfordshire, Olwen Jury, of Marsh Platt, Honley, 
Yorkshire. 


Birth 

PooLe.—On August 6th, 1961, to Rhoda, wife of 
A. Poole, B.SC., M.R.C.V.S., Homecroft, Station Hill. 
Wigton, Cumberland, a daughter, Alison Linda, 
sister for Graham. 


R.C.V.S. OBITUARY 


We record with regret the deaths of the following 
members of the profession : 

Brookes, William Turley, Mount St. Francis 
Infirmary, Nelson, British Columbia, Canada. 
Graduated from the Royal Veterinary College, 
London, July 14th, 1905. F.R.C.V.S., January 31st, 
1914. Died at Nelson, B.C., aged 83, on August Sth, 
1961. 


Orver, Sir Arthur, C.B., C.M.G., F.R.S.E., 7, The 
Avenue, Summersdale, Chichester, Sussex, Gradu- 
ated frgm the Royal Veterinary College, London, 
July isth, 1897. F.R.C.V.S., May 15th, 1909. 
Deputy Director of Veterinary Services, India, 
1928-30. Expert adviser in animal husbandry, 
Government of India, 1930-38. Principal, the Royal 
(Dick) Veterinary College, Edinburgh, 1938-45. 
Council-member of the R.C.V.S., 1939-46. Colonel, 
A.V.S. (retd.). Died in a London hospital on August 
1Sth, 1961, in his 87th year. Survived by his widow. 
Lady Marjorie Olver, and by Shane Olver, Esq. 

Mr. P. N. H. Grant of Woking represented the 
B.V.A. at the funeral and Major H. W. Bishop 
represented the R.C.V.S. 


COMING EVENTS 
September 
2nd (Sat.). STREATLEY ’58 CLUB REUNION. Annual 
Dinner at “ Ye Miller of Mansfield.” 
3rd to 9th (Sun. to Sat.), 79th Annual Congress and 
Exhibitions of the British Veterinary Association at 
Oxford. 


7th (Thurs.). ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE ASSOCIA- 
TION. Annual Dinner during the B.V.A. Congress 
at St. Edmund’s Hall, Oxford. 
GLASGOW VETERINARY SCHOOL ALUMNUS ASSO- 
CIATION. Dinner at the Mitre Hotel, Oxford, 7 p.m. 
Royat (Dick) SCHOOL OF VETERINARY STUDIES 
ALUMNUS ASSOCIATION. Annual General Meeting 
and Dinner in the Oxford Sports Club, 7.40 p.m. 
V.V.B.F. Lapies’ Gui_p. Annual General Meet- 
ing in Rhodes House, Oxford, 10.30 a.m. 
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13th (Wed.). SociETY OF PRACTISING VETERINARY 
SURGEONS. Meeting at the Grosvenor Hotel, 
Chester, 8 p.m. 

14th (Thurs.). SOUTH EASTERN VETERINARY ASSO- 
CIATION. Meeting at the Royal Star Hotel, Maid- 


stone, 7.15 p.m. 
October 


17th (Tues.). MiID-WEST VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 
Supper-Dance in aid of the Victoria Veterinary 
Benevolent Fund at the Berkeley Café, Clifton, 
9 p.m. 


ADDRESSES OF DISEASE INFECTED PREMISES 


The list given below indicates, first the date on which 
disease has been confirmed, followed by the postal address 
and local authority. 

Anthrax 

August 16th, 1961. W. J. M. Gibson, Westerton of 
Stracathro, Brechin, Angus _ (Parish: Stracathro). 
(Cattle.) ANGUS. 

August 17th, 1961. G. Gardner, High Finnich Farm, 
Dumgoyne, Glasgow. Disease at: Craigmore Farm, 
Carbeth, Stirlingshire (Parish: Strathblane). (Cattle.) 
STIRLINGSHIRE, 

August 18th, 1961. Mrs. K. Reed, Reads Farm, Caris- 
brooke, Newport, Isle of Wight. Iste oF WIGHT. 


Fowl! Pest 

August 15th, 1961. J. A. Cornall, 13, Martholme Lane, 
Great Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 

August 15th, 1961. F. Godden, Bewlah, High Halden, 
Ashford, Kent. Kenr. 

August 15th, 1961. F. J. Beard, 48, Vale Road, Northfleet, 
Gravesend, Kent. KENT. 

August 15th, 1961. J. Beaton, Berry Croft, Soham, Cam- 
bridge. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

August 15th, 1961. C. S. Easy, Hall Farm, Reydon, South- 
wold, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

August 16th, 1961. Mrs. E. Johnson, Mill Farm, 12, The 
Shade, Soham, Cambridge. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 

August 17th, 1961. S. Smith, 16, Martholme Lane, Great 
Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 

August 18th, 1961. P. Pilling, 37, Hayfield View, Mex- 
borough, Doncaster, Yorks. York, West RIDING. 

August 18th, 1961. R. R. Miller, Moor Hey Farm, Little 
Hoole, Preston, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 

August 18th, 1961. Le Grys Bros., Turkeys Ltd., The Hall. 
Reydon, Southwold, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

August 18th, 1961. A. Josselyn, 28, Chapel Road, Belstead, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. D 

August 18th, 1961. Mrs. A. Jordan, 27, Chapel Road. 
Belstead, Ipswich, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

August 18th, 1961. C. Coleman, Low Mill, Coverham. 
Leyburn, Yorks. YorK, Nortu RIpina. 

August 18th, 1961. F. Gale, 5, Kelvin Street, Mexborough, 
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Doncaster, Yorks. Disease at: Park Road Allotments, 
Mexborough, Doncaster, Yorks. YORK, WEST RIDING. 
August 18th, 1961. R. Foster, 5, Whalley Road, Great 
Harwood, Blackburn, Lancs. LANCASHIRE. 

August 19th, 1961. C. Newman, Parletts Farm, Madehursi. 
Arundel, Sussex. West SUSSEX. 

August 19th, 1961. S. E. Kemp, High Banks, Church Lane, 
Claydon, Ipswich, Suffolk. East SUFFOLK. 

August 19th, 1961. P. J. Ellis, The Grove, Belstead, Ipswich, 
Suffolk. EAs1 SUFFOLK. 

August 19th, 1961. Tadmarton House Farm Ltd., Tad- 
marton, Banbury, Oxon. OXFORDSHIRE. 

August 2Ist, 1961. J. V. Long, 12, Mill Corner, Soham, 
Ely, Cambs. CAMBRIDGESHIRE. 


Swine Fever 

August 15th, 1961. W. G. Lloyd, Plas Newydd, Llanfair- 
talhaearn, Abergele, Denbighs. Disease at: Rhyd yr Eirin, 
Llanfairtalhaearn, Abergele, Denbighs. DENBIGHSHIRE. 

August 15th, 1961. J. A. Pickering, Park Gate House, 
Shotwick, Chester. CHESHIRE. 

August 15th, 1961. L. Hobson, 7, Ellerker Avenue, Don- 
caster, Yorks. Disease at: 78a, Shadyside Allotments, 
Rotherham, Yorks. CouNTyY BOROUGH OF ROTHERHAM. 

August 15th, 1961. B.H. Wilks, Bertnel House, North End, 
Dunmow, Essex. ESSEX. 

August 15th, 1961. B. Silvester, 4, Council Houses, 
Shallowford, Stone, Staffs. Disease at: Piggeries at High 
View, Shallowford, Stone, Staffs. STAFFORDSHIRE. 

August 16th, 1961. Metcalfe Farmers Ltd., Hutton Hill, 
Ripon, Yorks. Discase at: Park Farm, Howden, Yorks. 
YorK, East RIDING. 

August 16th, 1961. H. J. James, Southgate, Spittal, Haver- 
fordwest, Pembs. PEMBROKESHIRE. 

August 16th, 1961. B. J. Page, 64, Foxley Lane, Purley, 
Surrey. Disease at: 2, Smallholding, Little Woodcote 
Fstate, Wallington, Surrey. SURREY. 

August 17th, 1961. R. Fletcher, Halstead Farm, Dove 
Holes, Stockport, Cheshire. DERBYSHIRE. 

August 17th, 1961. F. C. Fellows, Edenbridge, 260, Lich- 
field Road, Barton-under-Needwood, Burton-upon-Trent. 
Staffs. STAFFORDSHIRE. 

August 17th, 1961. J. R. T. Podmore, Bungalow Farm, 
Long Lane, Haughton, Stafford. STAFFORDSHIRE. 

August 21st, 1961. Mesdames E. & M. Elliot, 339, Ganstead 
Lane, Ganstead, Bilton, Hull, Yorks. YorK, EAST RIDING. 

August 21st, 1961. H. E. Murgatroyd, Ashville, Little 
Smeaton, Pontefract, York. York, West RIDING. 

August 2Ist, 1961. J. M. Price, Preswylfa Farm, Neath, 
Glam. BOROUGH OF NEATH. 

August 2Ist, 1961. Mrs. J. Hall, Spa Hall Bungalow, 
Aylsham, Norwich, Norfolk, NOR. 07Y. NorFoLk. 
August 2Ist. 1961. L. R. Uden, High Knock, St. Mary's 

Road, Dymchurch, Kent. KENT. 

August 2Ist, 1961. The Rev. A. V. Farmer, Lempsters, 
Stradbroke, Diss, Norfolk. East SUFFOLK. 

August 21st, 1961. T. E. Watts, Kiln Farm, Garsington, 
Oxford. OXFORDSHIRE. 

August 2Ist, 1961. Messrs. J. & G. Clements, Red House 
Farm, Stoke Works. Bromsgrove, Worcs. WORCESTER- 
SHIRE. 

August 2Ist, 1961. Messrs. T. Stow & Son, University 
Farm, Bledington, Kingham, Oxon. GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACT, 1950—GREAT BRITAIN 
Summary of Returns of Confirmed Outbreaks of Scheduled (Notifiable) Diseases 








Period Anthrax Atrophic Rhinitis Foot-and-Mouth Fowl! Pest 


Sheep Scab Swine Feve’ 





16th to 3lst July, 1961 


Corresponding : “4 


period in 1958 


46 








Ist January to 3lst July, 1961 


Corresponding 
period in ee 














